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2 Conservation along Craig’s Creek

Arrowhead HuntClub LLCsigned aconservation
easement in January on a mile and a half of
Craig's Creek, about five miles east of New
Castle, on land owned by the Eakin family for
almost 230 years, The Western Virginia Land
Trust and the Mountain Castles Soil and Water
Conservation District co-hold the easement.

The 13-member hunt club obtained the
casement to preserve the stream, sald Lenden
Eakin, club secretary and a Roanoke attorney,
The club owns 344 acres of Craig County land
purchased by Nathan Eakin, an ancestor in
1780, The easement will make certain that the
bottomland along the creek is Kept in trees and
can't be timbered or built in, but the club can
still huntit, maintain trails, and possibly replace
the stream ford with a bridge one day.

"Cur goal 1s to keep the land in everybody's
family," Eakin said. "Welocked up creek frontage
so they can't do anything that will damage the
Iames River and the Chesapeake Bay,” headded.

Craig's Creek is a yupula: stream for outdoors
peopler g e

:ﬁmi thmr famlhr:s

by seorge Kegley

is a club member and their young children,
Maria and Nathan, enjoy the recreation.

The beautiful property has just one problem—
members must ford the creek to reach the
property and high water prevents access for 10
to 15 days a vear, Eakin said.

This project recetved funds from the Water Quality
Improvement Act through the Department of
Conservation and Recreation. €&
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From the Director

What's this Magazine all about, and Why Should You Care?

If you've received this copy of Saving Land, you
are probably either:

* a member of the Western Virginia Land Trust
» or one of 5,000 private landowners in western
Virginia who own 100 acres of land or more.

Believe it or not, there are only a few thousand
families that own most of the larger tracts of
land in our part of the state, These numbers
tell me that as a landowner, your decisions will
have a great effect on all of usas the vears go by
and you make hard decisions about your land.

Ifyouwantto passon yvour landto your children
and grandchildren, then there are ways to da it
described in this magazine, These tools will put
real money In your pocket now, while at the
same time helping you pass on the legacy of
your land, all while aveiding or reducing estate
taxes,

The Western Virginia Land Trust helps
landowner conserve and pass on their land
with conservation easements—legal agreements
that protect and preserve what you think
is special about your land, In our 13 years at

From the President

As 1 write this message we are being teased by
spring with sunshine and sixty degree weather
Typical of February though; the forecast calls for
tire p&isihﬂit} of snow and colder temperatures
tomorrow. Despite this, 1 am ,alr:ad}' feeling the
urge to getoutside and put my hands in the 301l
to touch the ground and smell the dirt, What is
it.abput land that hn&gs these ethereal emotions
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it and walk upon it if.b;itz@ su',:t’cﬂ" nbed
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by Roger Holnback

the Land Trust, we have helped hundreds of
families learn about conservation options and
conservation easements that have protected
tens of thousands of acres of our region’s farms,
torests, waterways and landmarks.

Allof our programs and effortsinvolvevoluntary
participation—we provide no-cost education
about federal and state programs that can bring
yvou real Anancial gain through tax incentives.
We make nothingfrom ourwork consultingwith
our area's landowners, except the gratitude of
the familieswe have helped. Cur 700 individual,
family, and business members, as well as a few
private foundation grants, provide us with the
financial resources to carry out this task.

Please take the time to read this special issue
of Saving Land that we've mailed to vou, and

learn more about your options for your land, A
conservation easementisn't for evervone, but it
may be just the thing for you and your family.
And if vou have any questions or want to learn
more, please call the Western Virginia Land
Trust at (540) 985-0000 or attend one of out
March landowner workshops that are described

on page 6. &

by [anet Scheid
beautiful place. Those who garden are optimistic
people (some might say delusional what with
the white tail deer and groundhog populations

'ahﬂundlug} with an eye for the future and hope

for tﬁmmnrrﬁw

That special population of people who love their

land so much t-h'ﬂ-}_? can feelitin their bones, those
people who conserve their land so that they and
endless future generations can enjoy it appr%iﬂ&
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Fromotng the conservation of western
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Your Land, Your Choices

Virginia Landowners Benefit from Conservation Easements

Diecisions you make about vour land will shape our landscape
for generations to come The Western Virginia Land Trust
hopes that vou will be interested in options to conserve
our scenlc and rural places while meeting vour personal
goals and potentially enhancing your financial security. The
information in this magazine is of critical importance if any
of the following apply to youw:

You want to preserve something special about vour land
You want to keep vour land in the family

* You can use additional income from vour land without
selling it

* You can use a substantial income tax deduction

* You are concerned about estate taxes

The Western Virginia Land Trust (WVLT) 1s a private; nonprofit
organization formed to promote the conservation of western
Virginia's natural resources—farms, foresis, waterways and rural
landscapes. We work with property owners to help them find
voluntary wayvs of preserving thelir land so thatall of our descendants
will have places avallable to ftarm, cut timber, hunt, fish, hike and
enjoy the beauty of our special part of Virginia.

Conservation easements can be used to accomplish these goals
by limiting Intensive development while keeping land in private
hands and providing landowners with substantial tax benefits and
even cash compensation, A conservation easement is a flexible and
voluntary tool that lets you determine the legacy of vour land,
Atter reading this magazine, if a conservation easement seems like
a natural fit for vou, or if you just need more information to see if
one might work for you, please call us at (540) 285-0000 or check
out our website at westernvirginialandtrust.org. You can also attend
one of the free evening landowner workshops in vour area—see the
schedule of events on page 6. €D
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