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Catawba Valley Land Conserved

(continued on page 2)

(continued on page 2)

A 55-acre tract along western Roanoke County’s Blacksburg Road, a 
Virginia Scenic Byway, is permanently conserved through a deeded 
agreement that the Western Virginia Land Trust (WVLT) helped the 
landowners negotiate with the Virginia Outdoors Foundation.  The  
conservation easement prohibits any subdivision of the land or any 
buildings other than farm structures. Billboards, cell towers and indus-
trial or commercial development are also prohibited by the agreement.  

The landowners, Paul and Ellen Hinlicky, credit their Christian faith as 
a motivating factor for their environmentally friendly decision.  Paul 
Hinlicky, an ordained Lutheran minister and Tise Professor of Religion 
at Roanoke College, asked that a “whereas” clause stating the reasons 
for the conservation easement include “the earth is the Lord’s and that 
human beings are to be responsible stewards thereof.”  

Ellen Hinlicky adds, “Increasing construction in the Catawba Valley 
highlights the need for land conservation.  This road is also part of In-
terstate Bike Route 76, and we see bikers pedaling by every day enjoying 
the scenery.”       

Paul Hinlickey first learned about conservation easements through his friend George 
Kegley, a founding WVLT Trustee whose son recently conserved the Kegley family farm in 
Wythe County (see page 11).  Ellen Hinlicky says, “We couldn’t have done this without the 
land trust’s help.”   

In addition to permanently conserving their land, the Hinlickys have established wildlife 
habitat plantings.  Ellen Hinlicky notes that a well-fed black bear has enjoyed their prop-
erty all summer, fattening itself on honey and berries.  They also enjoy keeping fit with 
outdoor fun and farm chores.  “At my age,” Paul Hinlicky says, “it’s a heck of a lot more 
interesting than running on a treadmill.”  

A steep wooded slope now permanently preserved  
above Beaverdam Reservior.

Bedford County Easements Protect Roanoke Water Supply
Harry Woolridge enjoys giving a tour of his mountain land north of 
Stewartsville in Bedford County.  As he points out landscape features of 
the forest hidden away just a few miles from Vinton and Roanoke, it’s 
clear that he’s thrilled about protecting his 111 acres with the conserva-
tion easements recorded with the Virginia Outdoors Foundation (VOF) 
on October 7.  

Beaverdam Reservoir and Falling Creek Reservoir are adjacent impound-
ments in western Bedford County that are owned by the Western Vir-
ginia Water Authority and help supply water to Roanoke and Roanoke 
County.  Woolridge’s two forested tracts – one 85 acres and the other 26 
– are virtually surrounded by water authority land and their preserva-
tion plays a critical role in protecting these water supplies.

Ellen & Paul Hinlicky on their Catawba Valley land.
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Director’s Report
Roger Holnback, Executive Director

Seasons change and we see the greens of summer turn to the 
reds, yellows and browns of fall. Gardens are prepared for 
winter’s chill and the holidays will soon be upon us.  Autumn is 
a time of giving thanks and celebration of the summer’s bounty. 
Like our forefathers who lived off the land and paused to give 
thanks for the crops harvested and put up for winter, we at your 
land trust dedicate this fall issue to expressing 
our thanks for the critical support we have 
received from our members and special friends.  

We are very excited to have increased our 
membership by over 50% and our contribu-
tions by over 40% in our fiscal year of July 1, 
2004 to June 30, 2005. While David Hurt and 
I are the public faces of the organization, we 
want to give full credit to our board members 
who have taken the initiative to set bold goals 
for our self-sufficiency through member-
ship growth and put in the long hours with 
Development and Public Relations Committee 
meetings to make it happen. 

But we are not done. We need to again double 
our membership this year to become more 
self-sufficient from grant funding and to help us to protect more 
land.  You can help in a number of ways, including putting 
our SOS decals on your vehicles; passing on your newsletters 
to neighbors; talking up our mission at social events; or, my 
favorite, gifting a membership to a family member, friend our 
business associate.  When you gift a membership, the recipient 

Letter from the Director will receive our newsletters, decal, static and a nice thank-you 
mentioning your gift. 

So please give a gift of conservation to benefit generations to 
come this year instead of a bauble or sweater soon forgotten!

We have had an exciting year, with an additional 2,500 acres 
expected to go under easement by year’s end, and a year full of 
great partnerships with landowners, governments, other non-

profit organizations and developers.  These 
efforts have increased awareness of land 
conservation issues and ultimately improve 
the quality of our communities.  It is pleasing 
to have WVLT included in policy conversa-
tions with developers, mentioned in compre-
hensive plans, and described as a force for a 
better quality of life for generations to come. 
Your land trust really does make a difference, 
and that role will only grow as we grow as an 
organization.  We have plans for mass and 
targeted mailings, and even TV public service 
announcements.  Thanks to a grant from the 
Carilion Foundation we will have a multi-year 
presence in the Watershed Gallery at the  
Science Museum of Western Virginia. 

Exciting stuff, and, thanks to your support and 
a great board, WVLT is not looking toward a  winter of  quiet re-
flection, but more of an early spring of verdant growth and new 
life!  Thank you for your support. 

A typical conservation easement will permit one single family 
dwelling.  Since the Hinlickys’ new sustainably designed home is 
on an adjacent tract that they plan to later add to the easement,  
they chose to prohibit any additional houses on the combined 
acreage. 

The Catawba Valley has been a WVLT conservation priority 
for years.  “This area is so rich in scenic, historic, recreational 
and natural resources that we’ve worked very hard to promote 
conservation easements with local landowners,” says Executive 
Director Roger Holnback.  “The Hinlicky property is also within 
the Carvins Cove Watershed as nearby Catawba Creek helps 
supply the reservoir through a recharge tunnel.  Since protecting 
water quality is another WVLT priority, conserving land in the 
Catawba Valley serves the public good in many ways.”
 
The land will remain in the Hinlickys’ ownership.  They can sell 
it or leave it to anyone, but all future owners must abide by the 
easement terms monitored by the Virginia Outdoors Foundation, 
a state supported land trust.  It holds the vast majority of conser-
vation easements in Virginia – about 300,000 acres worth – and 
works in close partnership with private, regional land trusts like 
WVLT.

Catawba Valley Land Conserved, continued

With some steep slopes above the reservoirs and being a short 
drive to Roanoke, there was potential for excessive logging on 
the properties or grading and excavation for new homes, either 
of which could negatively impact the watershed.  Under terms of 
the permanent easements, neither property may be subdivided 
or clear-cut.  Select, sustainable timber harvests will be allowed at 
the landowner’s discretion following strict watershed protection 
guidelines agreed to by Woolridge and VOF staff.

Even though there are attractive tax incentives for conserva-
tion easements, Woolridge says that he didn’t care about them 
when making the decision to conserve his land.  “I just wanted 
to make sure that it would stay pretty much this way long after 
I’m gone.”  He also mentions his love for wildlife and a desire to 
preserve more vanishing habitat.  

Typical of the two land trusts’ strong collaboration, WVLT first 
worked with Harry Woolridge before suggesting he seek a VOF 
easement on his land.  With VOF having state resources for 
monitoring and enforcement, having it hold the conservation 
easement allows WVLT to use its resources for more landowner 
outreach and education.  In fact, WVLT’s efforts to provide more 
information on conservation easements to attorneys, accoun-
tants and others who advise landowners are paying off.  The 
Woolridge easements began when his attorney contacted WVLT 
with questions.  

Bedford County Easement, continued
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Thoughts from the Board:
Lead by Example

By Janet Scheid

I was chatting with a colleague the other day about “environ-
mental ethics” and telling  her the story of how I participate in 
Clean Valley Day and pick up litter and other debris from my 
neighborhood greenway.  The point I was making to her was 
that, from an early age, I started bringing my then young son 
along to help with this task – in the belief that as he waded 
down the middle of the creek in his old tennis shoes picking 
up plastic bags and all sorts of 
discarded items – he was learning 
a sense of responsibility to the 
environment, to the earth and 
to his community.  We would 
make a game of seeing how many 
different types of balls – soccer, 
softball, baseball, tennis, football 
– he could find.  We both got 
dirty and grimy and exhausted 
but left with a deep sense of pride 
and accomplishment.  

Over the years, Colby has many 
times expressed his dismay when 
he sees someone littering or sees 
some needless destruction of 
land.  I don’t for a minute think 
he realizes where that sense of 
outrage comes from but I know.  I 
also know that my sense of envi-
ronmental ethics came from my parents - I recall the many litter 
pick-up brigades my father organized with me and my 3 siblings 
along the country road I lived on in Fairfax County.  Why did we 
do that?  Because it needed to be done and who better than us.

It is with that same sense of responsibility that I joined the 
Western Virginia Land Trust Board of Trustees in 1996.  As my 
term expired this year I looked back on the past nine years with a 
great deal of pride in what the land trust has accomplished.  We 
have been blessed with a dedicated and professional staff that is 
filled with infectious enthusiasm and energy.  The land trust has 
been directly or indirectly involved in the conservation of 15,000 
acres of precious Virginia land in the nine years of its existence 
– that’s a phenomenal accomplishment and one that we should 
all be grateful for.  

As I peruse through my hefty land trust files I recall in detail 
particular easements I have been involved in.  The Hurt ease-
ment was the first joint easement the land trust did in conjunc-
tion with the Virginia Outdoor Foundation.  Where would we be 
without good folks like the Hurts – whose son is on the staff of 
the land trust?

Then there is the easement on Cahas Mountain – the only 
easement I have ever taken to the courthouse and recorded in 

person.  Lots of people cooperated in getting that easement re-
corded at the last minute the day before the property was sold at 
auction but none more than the property owners and Jim Woltz.  
If like-minded people didn’t work together, the land trust could 
not accomplish half of what it has.  

But what of the next nine or ten years?  How will the land trust 
continue to do its work faced with ever present financial stress?   
How do we instill that sense of “environmental ethics” in the 
next generation of citizens – how do we create land stewards out 
of people who as Lewis Mumford so aptly described over 40 years 
ago “live an encapsulated life, spent more and more either in a 
car or before a television set?”  This is our work – this is our duty.  

It is with a profound 
sense of urgency that 
I feel we must create a 
sense of social respon-
sibility in our children, 
so they will instill it in 
their children, to take 
care of this place we call 
home.  So take a child 
or a grandchild by the 
hand and take them to 
your local park.  Not to 
swing or play ball but to 
pick up trash or to weed 
a garden.  Teach them 
by example.  

My son will soon cel-
ebrate his 15th birthday, 
and my hope is that as 
he begins his journey 

through high school and out into the world he will go forward 
with a deep seeded sense of personal responsibility to the land 
– and if my husband and I have been successful in that then we 
will have made a difference in this world.  In this I believe.   

Janet Scheid served as a founding member of WVLT’s Board of 
Trustees from 1996 to 2005, when board bylaws required her to rotate 
off.   Former chair of WVLT’s 
Technical Review Committee, 
she now serves as an Advisory 
Council member for the land 
trust and is active on the new 
Stewardship Committee (see 
page 5 ).  A key author of 
the application that led to 
Scenic America’s designation 
of Roanoke County’s portion 
of the Blue Ridge Parkway as 
a Last Chance Landscape, she 
has been a tireless volunteer for 
parkway, greenway and con-
servation issues.  Janet works 
as Chief Planner for Roanoke 
County.  

Janet Scheid and son Cody at the 1998 Clean Valley Day Wolf Creek clean up.

Scheid during a conservation easement 
site visit along Franklin County’s 

Blackwater River.
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Six New Trustees  
Join WVLT Board

Six talented women and men are in the new class of trustees 
who joined the board of the Western Virginia Land Trust on July 
1.  They are Jennifer Lewis, Sarah Ludwig, David Maxson, James 
Sawyer, Linda Gavel Webb and Cooper Youell.

Lewis, owner/principal architect of SmithLewis Architecture, PC, 
has a professional emphasis on ecologically intelligent design 
and construction, inspired by the landscape and environment of 
the Roanoke Valley. A graduate of the University of Virginia and 
Yale University, she led her firm in the international C2C Home 
design and construction competition.  

Ludwig, daughter of founding president Barbara Lemon and 
sister of Stephen Lemon, a former trustee, is a graduate of North 
Cross School, Randolph-Macon Woman’s College and Washing-
ton & Lee University Law School. She married Kirk Ludwig, who 
served as a Navy lawyer before establishing a practice in Roa-
noke. She’s a facilitator for a Second Presbyterian Sunday School 
class and a former Montessori teacher. The Ludwigs have two 
daughters, Catherine and Caroline.
	

Maxson came to Roanoke from the post of development direc-
tor for Upstate Forever, a conservation land trust and land use 
planning organization in Spartanburg, South Carolina. He led 
development work at Princeton University, his alma mater, and 
at Oberlin College, Franklin Institute, American University of 
Beirut, National Alliance for Autism Research and ETV Endow-
ment of South Carolina. His wife, Nancy Oliver Gray, is president 
of Hollins University. 

Sawyer, an Alabama native and marketing director for Carilion 
Health System’s strategic development, is a graduate of Washing-
ton & Lee and is working on a master’s in business administra-
tion at Wake Forest University. He worked in national brands 
advertising in six southeastern cities, serving as a copywriter, 
creative director and brand planner. In Winston-Salem, N.C., he 
worked on Wachovia, Hanes and BellSouth accounts. He and his 
wife, Brehanna, have two children, Sam and Anna. 
	
Webb, a Connecticut native, is a graduate of Cornell University 
and she earned a master’s degree from Hollins University. For-
merly development director of Mill Mountain Theatre, she serves 
on several area non-profit boards.  

Youell, a Lynchburg native and a partner at the law firm of 
Gentry, Locke, Rakes and Moore, is a graduate of the University 
of Virginia and Washington and Lee University Law School. 
His wife, Cabell, is executive director of St. Francis Service Dog 
Foundation.

Jennifer Lewis Sarah Ludwig David Maxson

James Sawyer Linda Gavel Webb Cooper Youell
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New Stewardship Committee Tackles “Quiet Work” of Land Trust

Recording a new conservation easement is always cause for 
celebration, and much of the land trust’s work involves seeking, 
encouraging and facilitating new easements to conserve more 
land.  But rather than being the end of a process, recording a 
conservation easement is really the beginning of a permanent 
relationship between the landowner and land trust and the 
beginning of a sobering responsibility for the land trust – making 
sure that the terms of the easement are upheld by monitoring 
the property and enforcing the easement.

The Land Trust Alliance – a group that provides training, research 
and advice for land trusts all over America – has revised its sug-
gested Standards and Practices to improve land stewardship.  Last 
year, WVLT voted to adopt these new organizational guidelines.  
Partly in response to this effort, the Board of Trustees created the 
Stewardship Committee this summer.  As clarified by amended 
bylaws, “This Committee shall be responsible for reviewing and 
providing technical assistance with respect to the solicitation, 
terms and acceptance of easements and other real estate transac-
tions.  The Committee shall also be responsible for overseeing 
a monitoring program that is in compliance with Land Trust 
Alliance standards and practices and is in keeping with good 
stewardship of the Trust’s easements and other real estate assets.”

Chaired by Liz Belcher, other committee members include Broad-
dus Fitzpatrick, Bob Hunt, Jeanne Martin, John Robinson, Janet 
Scheid and Cooper Youell.

Due in part to the cost and time involved in easement stew-
ardship, WVLT and virtually every other private land trust in 
Virginia usually encourages landowners to grant their easements 
to the Virginia Outdoors Foundation, our state land trust that 
protects over 300,000 acres of private land and has the expertise 
and resources for sustainable stewardship.  Of the 16,000 acres 
conserved through 57 WVLT projects since 1996, the land trust 
has primary or shared monitoring responsibility for 20 of the 
properties.

The committee’s first task is organizing check lists for each 
easement file to review the deeds, maps, photos and other 
documents needed to maintain an accurate record.  Once the 
committee is more familiar with each property “on paper,” it will 
take over monitoring responsibility from staff and get out in the 
field to visit each property on an annual basis to make sure the 
conservation easements are being upheld.

Membership not only supports new projects, but helps us protect 
the integrity of all conservation easements by being responsible 
stewards of the resources we have agreed to protect – forever.

WVLT Vice-president Gwen Mason pulls her stint at the  
Land Trust’s display at the 6th Annual Green Living Expo that  
was held at the Roanoke Civic Center on October 21 and 22.   

Over 1,000 attended the Expo, with many spending time learning 
about WVLT’s work through maps, literature and conversations  
with our staff and Board of Trustees volunteers Anne Jennings, 

 George Kegley, Gwen Mason, Lynn Meyer and Janet Scheid.   

Have Message, Will Travel!
Our land trust staff is eager to spread the word about land 
conservation whenever and wherever possible.

With a variety of PowerPoint presentations showing con-
served properties, conservation opportunities and local trends 
and statistics, a presentation can be tailored for any time 
frame or audience.

The land trust also has a traveling display with photos, maps 
and other information that is available for special events.

Landowners curious about conservation easements, profes-
sionals who seek more information about tax incentives and 
estate planning issues concerning easements or anyone want-
ing to know more about the land trust and the state of land 
conservation in western Virginia would benefit from a WVLT 
presentation.

If you belong to a civic group, club, church or any other 
organization that’s looking for speakers, please give  
WVLT a call at 540 985-0000.
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The following gifts were made to WVLT in fiscal year 2004/2005 – from July 1, 2004 to June 30, 2005.   
Our deepests thanks to every land trust member whose support makes all of our land conservation work possible.

Membership Gifts – Thank You!
Benefactor – $5,000 or more

Anonymous
Harmon & George Logan

Conservators – $2,500 to 
$4,999

Jim & Patricia Kermes
Trey Park

Mr. & Mrs. James W. Utt

Sustainers – $1,000 to $2,499
Walter M. Dixon Jr. 

Gary & Barbara Duerk 
Lucy & Frank Ellett 
Betty & Bob Field 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert N. Fishburn
Spencer Frantz 

Peter & Olive Holnback II 
Anne & James Jennings
George & Louise Kegley

Rob Lamar & Rebecca Harriett
Anna & Tom Lawson 
Robert C. Lawson Jr. 

Betty Carr Muse 
Mrs. Betty G. Norris,  

in honor of Cathy E. Cummings
Bob & Kris Peckman 

Doris Pollard, in memory of Roy R. 
Pollard and in honor of Jim Kermes

Karen Waldron & Shawn Ricci 
Waldron Charitable Foundation

Jim & Jill Woltz 

Stewards – $500 to $999
Karen Barnhart 

Richard & Debbie Chaffin
Deke & Jane Coulter

Ron & Betty Crawford
Bill Ellenbogen 

Hugh & Catherine Fisher 
Broaddus & Luann Fitzpatrick

Kathern Nelson Fishburn 
Foundation 

Bill Hickman
Mrs. Herbert S. Kurshan 

Frank M. Lacy Jr.
Kirk & Sarah Ludwig 

Emma Read Oppenhimer
Don Orth,  

in memory of Martha Pennington Orth
Mr. & Mrs. Bittle W. Porterfield III 
Jean Schiro-Zavela & Vance Zavela 

James M. Turner Jr. 
Kay & Kent Van Allen

Betty Byrne Ware 
Richard Wells  

Jim & Esta Wilson 
Chip & Emily Woodrum

Associate – $250 to $499
Jerry Ballengee

Liz Belcher
Betty Branch

June & Caldwell Butler
Paul A. Distler

Preston & Mattie Edwards
Bob Fetzer

Frank Flippin
Ray & Jane Garland

Roger Holnback, in honor of Peter  
and Olive Holnback
Dot & Arnold Hurt

Mary Ann & Jim Johnson
Sissy Kegley 

Mary Ann Kulp,  
in memory of Charles A. Kulp

Robert B. Lambeth Jr.
Frosty & Barbara Landon 

Tucker & Catherine Lemon
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel B. Long

Granger & Anne Macfarlane
Arnold Masinter 

Deborah & Tom McDonald
Joe Miller

Margaret Morris 
Norfolk Southern Foundation, 

match for member gifts 
Harry & Natalie Norris 

J. F. Passmore 
Micki  Patrick 

Stuart & Beth Anne Revercomb
Joel & Bob Richert

Janet Scheid
Ed Scruggs

Simms Family Limited Partnership
Mac Taylor
Linda Webb 

Jesse & Louise Webster,  
in honor of Jay Turner

Mr. and Mrs. M. Lanier Woodrum
Ned & Janet Yost

Friends – $100 to $249
Adam Abram

David Hunt & Ellen Aiker
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Ayling

Backer Foundation
Jason & Shelby Bingham 

Worth Boone
Nancy Bourne 

Kataranya Bozoian 
Joy & Worth Bradley 

Cabell & Shirley Brand 
Anita Braun 

Terry & Pat Brett 
Irene & Thomas Brock

Mervin W. Brower 
Mrs. D. Blackwell Brown 

Skip Brown 
Adrienne Bullington 
Dan & Sue Camden 

Lee & Cindy Cheatham 
Bill and Katherine Cochran 

Glen & Mary Ann Conrad 
Alison & Nick Conte 
Mary Copenhaver,  

in honor of George Kegley
Hugh & Regina Craft 

Gladys and Rupert Cutler
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Dallas 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton P. Danner

Peter & Sandy Dawyot
Mr. & Mrs. Calvert G. de Coligny Jr., 

in honor of Sibyl N. Fishburn
Mr. & Dr. John M. Duckworth 

Anne Dunlap
Donald  E. Dye Jr. 

Lacy & Carol Edwards 
Russ Ellett

Bill and Diane Elliot 
Robert & Nancy English

Warren Ferguson
Bev & Shirley Fitzpatrick,  
in honor of Barbara Lemon
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Ford

Joe Fortier III
David & Joyce Foster 

John & Rosemary Francis 
Sarah Franklin

Bob & Frances Garland,  
in honor of Mr. & Mrs. Holmes  

A. Vaughan
John & Sally Gilkey 

Linda  Gonzalez 
David & Susan Goode,   

matched by Catipiller Foundation
Terry & Peter Goodfield 

Bob & Maryellen Goodlatte 
Bill & Eunice Gordge 

Lucian Grove 
Mark & Judy Gustafson 
Bill & Ann Hackworth 

Byron Hicks 
David Hill 

Fred & Mary Hitz 
Keith & Ellen Holland 
Bill & Deborah Hunley 

Reggie Hutcherson 
Jane Ingram 

Bonnie Newlon Johnson 
Robert Kegley 

Thomas F. Keller 
Talfourd & Tina Kemper 

Dr. & Mrs. Steven S. Kennedy 
Tom Klatka 

Carl & Evelyn Krippendorf 
Betty & Bob Kulp 

Stan & Marjorie Lanford
Ed & Betty Lesko

Dr. Donald W. Linzey 
Joe & Laura Logan

Richard & Mary Long
Lucas-Hathaway Charitable Trust 

Dr. & Mrs. James L. Lynde
Dick & Glovie Lynn 

Bob & Evelyn Manetta
Mary Elizabeth Mann, in memory  

of Irene Ruth Williams Sullivan
Robert & Jeanne Martin

Ann Masters,  
in memory of Leonard Muse

Bill & Annis McCabe
Kirk McGuire

Katherine Watts & Dale McIvor 
Dr. & Mrs. Houck M. Medford 

Lynn & Julian Meyer
Susan & Rick Miller

Mark Moorman, in memory of  
Warren and Doris Moorman

Wes Naff 
Kurt Navratil, in honor of Barbara  

and Charles Navratil
Donald Nulph

Robert & Mary Jo Nutt
Gary & Linda Oberlender

Mr. & Mrs. James G. Overholser,
 in honor of Bill Gordge,  

matched by Norfolk Southern
Howard Packett

Jim & Brenda Pearman 
Larry & Joanne Perry
Glen & Sharon Proehl 

Tyler & Bev Pugh
Roanoke Valley Bird Club 

John & Marybeth Robinson
Mrs. W. B. Rosson 
Chuck & Sue Ryan  

Margie Sanders 
Dave & Ginny Savitz 

Joseph & Susanne Scanlin 
Scott & Virginia Shackelford

Mark Shank
Paul Simms  

John & Ellie Skillman 
Mike & Catherine Smeltzer

Wysor Smith 
Caryl Solomon,  

in honor of Dr. and  
Mrs. Robert Solomom

Anthony & Diane Stavola
Mr. & Mrs. T.D. Steele
Dan & Emilie Temeles

John & Linda Thornton
Will Trinkle

Frank & Betty Van Balen
Tam & Betsy Vannoy

Waidsboro Ruritan Club 
Gary & Susan Wamsley,   

in memory of Genevieve Wilber
Dick & Jean Wertz 

Janet Whitaker
Eugina Kellogg Williams,  
in honor of Gwen Mason

John & Marilee Williamson
Mr. & Mrs. R. Lowell Wine

Don Witt

Supporters –$50 to $99
Briggs & Cathy Andrews 

Josh Averett
Ruth Babylon

Barry & Alison Baird
Stan & Kathy Barnhill

Glynn & Helen Barranger
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Claire Barton

Walter & Frances Barton
Jacque Battle, 

in memory of Roy F. Battle
Thomas F. Beason
Laura Benjamin

Mathew Bentley, in honor of Lynn 
Farrar and Deborah & Bill Hunley

Pam Berberich
Tom & Doris Berdeen 
Jim & Jerryanne Bier

Larry Bly
Bill Boise 

Ruth Boitnott,  
in honor of Mr. Lexie U. Boitnott

Chan & Kae Bolling 
Hugh Bond 

Charlie & Susan Bray 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Brenner 

Denis Brion 
Lillien Brown
Joseph Brown 

Whitney & Ellen Brown
Jane & Jack Butler,  

in honor of Mrs. Virginia Krebs
John & June Campbell, 
in honor of Chris Austin

Nancy K. Carson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Smith Chaney 

Cathleen Clark 
Dick & Judith Clark 

Barbara Coffey 
Lawrence & Jean Covington 
Chip & Elizabeth Cranwell 

Margaret Cruise
Susan Currie,  

in honor of Mark Currie
William J. Danco
Larry Davidson 

Lynn Davis
Pauline Dickens

Barbara Dickinson,  
in honor of Chip Woodrum

Ruth Doan
Mickey & Jan Dowling 
Joe & Spuzzie Duckwall 

Anne Edenfield 
Bob Egbert 

Exxonmobil Foundation
Steven Farber

Fellers Family Limited Partnership
Bob & Susie Fetter

First Presbyterian Church Circle 2 
Members, in memory of Charles Kulp

Eric Fitzpatrick,  
in memory of Judge Beverly Fitzpatrick

Doris Flandorffer 
Logan Forsyth, in honor  

of Barbara Lemon
Gertrude L. Fowler, 

in memory of loved ones
Bill & Kay Gilmer 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Glenn,
in honor of Barbara Lemon

Wally & Joy Grant 
Kossen Gregory

Judy & Bruce Hagadorn
Alice Hagan
Ted Harris Jr. 
Joanna Harris 

Mr. Fenton F. Harrison Jr. 
Jim & Mary Harshfield

David Henderson
Stephen Hengen 

Mary & Stewart Hill 
Nile & Marian Horne, 

in honor of Charles Kulp, for the 
Parkway

Lesley Howard
James E. Howell,  

matched by Norfolk Southern
John Hylton
Susan Jarecki,  

in memory of Stephen C. Jarecki
Bonnie S. Johnson 

David & Jenny Johnson 
Dan & Jennifer Joiner 

Jennifer Karl, in memory of Billie Karl
Kitty Koomen, in honor of Skip 

Brown, matched by Norfolk Southern
Eleanor Lasky 

Sandie & Jerry Lefler
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Lemmer
Richard & Clarissa Lovegrove 

Tom Low
Rob Lyon

Ed Machado
Emily Mason 

Gwen & Billy Mason 
Carole Massart, in honor of  

George Kegley and Barbara Lemon
Mary McGrory 
David Miller
Bob Minor
Bill Modica 

Philip E. Montano 
Chris & Forrest Moore 

Jim & Dixie Morris 
David W. Morrisette 

Marshall & Monika Mundy 
Bob Munson 
David Naff

William Novotny 
Dr. Charlotte Nutt 

Pam & Bruce Ogden 
Robert E. Paine  Jr.

Charles & Patti Palmer
William Pavord
Becky Perdue

Katherine Phillips
Case & Coby Pieterman
Thomas & Janet Pindroh

Mike & Gail Quinn, 
matched by Norfolk Southern

George & Pree Ray
Bill Reidenbach

Sammie Reynolds
B/Gen William E. Reynolds

Frances M. Robbins
Dr. & Mrs. William H. Robison

Ann Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Rosemond

Mr. & Mrs. Paul D. Ross,  
in honor of son Craig S. Ross

Walton Rutherfoord
Joe & Gerry Scardo 

Roger Seale 
John Shedd 

Walter & Ruby Shephard 
John Simmermam 

Jean & James Slaydon 
Laurie Spangler 

Benjamin Ray Spangler Sr. 
Hilda Spitz

John & Linda Starr 
Maureen Castern & Jon Stephenson

Nancy Raine & Steve Stevick 
Claude E. Swecker 

Bob & Dori Teter 
Vic Thomas

Paula Thompson 
Patricia S. Ticer 
Jenny Tomblin
Frances Trent 

Oneta S. Turner 
Maurice Turner,

matched by Norfolk Southern
Kyle & Julia Umberger

Tamara Vance
Pat Vaughan
Terry Walters, 

in memory of Spooky Crawford
Bill Wasserman 

Doris  Weiss
Cally R. Wiggin

Sharon Wood-Hupp
Pearle Woods 
Wesley Woods 
Gene Yagow 

Members – $25 to $49
“Adio” Adams

Jack & Sara Airheart
Randy & Diana Albert

Marion Alderman
Brady & Martha Anderson

Candy Andrzejewski
Anne Armstead
Robert Atkinson 
Carrie Tate Aylor 

Fred Baker
Arthur & Helen Ballas
Ruth & Dana Bamford 

Nancy O. Barbour 
Chris  Barlow

Carolyn Barnhart,  
in honor of Harvey Lee Price

Steve Barnhart, 
in memory of H. J. Yaggi, VPI ‘32

Dr. Robert L. Bashore
Edrie Hill Bays
Mary Bazzell,  

in memory of Kate Bazzell
Norma Beckner

Patra & Ron Bedwell
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Bell 

Vladimir & Emma Beregovoy 
Steven Bienstock 

Daniel Black 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold A. Black

Ellen Boder
Joan Bolduc

David W. Bowles 
Alex & Joyce Bowman

John & Matilda Bradshaw
Dot Briggs,

in memory of J. Phil Briggs
Rachel Brown
Daniel Brown 
Patricia Buck 

Joe and Ruth Bunn
Michael & Monica Burgoon

Dorann Burkett
Lt. Col. George T. Burnop,  

in honor of George and Evelyn
Deborah Burrows,  

in memory of William A. Burrows Sr.
Dan Butler 

John Cairns Jr.
David Carr  Jr. 

Meg Carter
Woodrow Carter, 

in memory of Ruth Posey Carter
Wes & Deb Chappell

John Cheek
James D. Cherry
Ruth Chitwood 
Kent Chrisman 

Rob Clark
Eleanor Clark
Dean Clower
Helen Cobbs 

James A. Coffey
Jerry  Cohen
Jane Conner
Jane Cooper 

Victoria Copenhaver
Jim & Linda Coyle

Fred Crofts
Captain B. R. Culbertson,  

from Broomsage Writers
Clarke Cunningham III

Thelma Dalmas 
Curtis & Francis Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Roanld E. Davis  
I. B. Dent 

Mary Frances Donnelly 
Paul D. Doss Jr. 

Georgeanna Driver 
Luke Dubois 

Valissa Duerk,  
in honor of David Hurt 
Bob & Franciska Dyck,  
in memory of Paul B. & 

 Cornella G. Dyck
Edward Edwards

Gloria Elliott 
Kim & Rich Ellis 

Kemp Fant Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Feldmann

Michelle Ferrel
Fred & Phyllis Fevrier 

Howard Fisher 
Helen Fitzpatrick,  

in honor of Broaddus Fitzpatrick
Jenny Foster

Sharon Foster 
William & Karen Fralin

Cleve & Beverly Fredricksen
Marilyn Fry

Don & Susan Gardner
Louise Garman 

Marcel & Patricia Gaudreau
Nikki Giovanni 
Gary Goodale 
Diane Goode 
James R. Gray 

Henry Gregory III
Sanford Gurian 

Helen & Robert Guthrie
Pete Haislip 

Otis Hall
Phyllis Hall, 

in memory of Hugh E. Anderson
Bill & Dot Hall

Deborah Hamilton, 
 in honor of David Hill

Cathy Hankla
Mary Ann Hansen
Linda J. Hanson,  

in honor of Jacob & Sarah Hanson
Ralph W. Hart
Alfred Hawley 

Alyeene Haynes
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Business Members
Many thanks to the following businesses that supported WVLT 

in fiscal year 2004/2005 to help improve the quality of life 
throughout our region.

Business Patrons ($2,500 to $4,999)
The Orvis Company, Inc. 

Business Partners ($1,000 to $2,499)
Appalachian Power

BB&T
Boxley Materials Company

Graham-White Manufacturing Co.
Rockydale Quarries Corporation

Business Guardians ($500 to $999)
Rutherfoord, Inc.

Business Friends ($100 to $249)
E.C. Pace Company, Inc.

Mark McConnel & Associates
Waldvogel Commercial Properties, Inc.

Willard Construction

2004-2005 Grant Support
The following grants were awarded to WVLT  

from July 1, 2004 to June 30, 2005.

The Carilion Foundation 
$77,000 over three years in support of the Saving Our Land 

and Water educational project in partnership with the Science 
Museum of Western Virginia  

An Anonymous Foundation
$40,000 in general operating support

Ceres Foundation
$20,000 matching challenge grant for general operating support 

Virginia Department of Forestry, Division  
of Urban and Community Forestry  

$7,500 for a WVLT interactive computer kiosk exhibit at the  
Science Museum of Western Virginia’s Watershed Gallery

Foundation for the Roanoke Valley
$2,000 in general operating support

Roanoke County
$1,200 in general operating support   

Beirne Carter Foundation
$1,000 in general operating support

Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation
$500 for Blue Ridge Parkway License Plate Promotion

Judith L. Hensley 
Laurence A. Hess
Julina B.Hesson 
Michael Hicks,  

in honor of John O. Joyce, MD
John Hildebrand

Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Hill Jr. 
Jeannette M. Hines

Carol & Winston Hodges
Charles W. Hofer,  

in honor of Charles J. & Olga A. Hofer
Mark & Sara Hollberg

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Horton, 
 in honor of Rush & Maudie Horton

David & Katrina Hurt
Bruce  Ingram
Scott Jeffries 

David  Jenkins  
Edward F. Jennings Jr.
Stephen & Lisa Jett,  

in honor of Ned and Janet Yost
Jane Johnson
Mac Johnson 
James  Jones

Richard Jones 
Clayton & Shirley Jones,  

in memory of Kim Lorette Jones
Warren & Margie Kark

Margaret Kehrer,  
in memory of Victor John Kehrer

Margaret H. Kelley 
Mrs. Julia P. Kelly 

Patricia Kelly 
Michael & Jo Kenny 

Bobby Kibler 
Sarah King 
Ann King 

Ken & Debra Lane 
Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Lawson 

Harold Leach 
Bob & Alm LeNoir

Phillip Leonard 
Mary Jean Levin 

Sarah Liddle 
Richard Light 

Hans & Anke Loberg 
Roy Lochner

Robert Lockhart 
Claire Logan

Mr. & Mrs. Fielding L. Logan
Jim Lucas Jr.

Letitia Lunsford 
Bobby & Lynda Lyon

Christie Mackie, 
in honor of Lori & David Jones

Brett Magenbauer
Sarah Martin, in memory of  
Guy M. & Janice K. Martin

Rev. Dwight R. Mays
Mark McClain
Mike McEvoy

Freddy & Amy McGuire
Anita McMillan 
Reid McMurry  

Jerry Messick Sr. 
Norman Michaels 

Sidney & Wanda Miller
Howard Milton 
Emily Moore,

in memory of George P. Moore, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Chimer D. Moore 

Dorothy Mundy
Tim Murphy

Tim & Jeanna Murphy
Lorena Nelson

Dr. & Mrs W.T. Norris Jr.
Beth Obenshain
Rusty Painter Jr.
Tina Paloskey
John Papovich 

Sue Parks
David Parrish II

Ron Parsell 
Wanda Partyka

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffery A. Perry
Lois S. Peterson 
Carol Phelps,  

in honor of the birth of Eva Phelps
Jim & Jan Politis

Dorothy & Clifton Potter 
Charley & Rose Mary Putnam

Jerry & Inga Reed 
Jim & Nancy Revercomb

Troy & Lisa Rice 
Jeanne Rich,  

in memory of Mr. Charles Kulp
Theresa Richards

Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club
Freddie Robertson

Dr. Louise Robertson 
Don Robinson 

Jason & Kathy Rowe 
Ann Rumbough 
Thomas Sample 
Alex Saunders 

Virginia Savage 
Jerald J. Schaefer 
Waren  Schmid 

James Settle 
Mary Lou Shaffer 
Gordon Shapiro 
Shenandoah Life 

Jim Shively 
Pamela Simmons 

Steve & Barb Skinner 
Gerry & Lois Slotnick 

Leroy Smith 
Don Smith 

Jeanne H. Smith 
Helen Smythers 

Ann Snead
Ann & Manuel Sowers 

Mrs. Maty Stuart Stanley 
Elizabeth Stephenson 

Virginia Stewart 
Liz Stone

Mary Rogers Stout 
Wayne & Kay Strickland 

Betty Strother 
Dan & Shannon Summerlin 

Linda Tanner-Sutton 
Texas Tavern

Paul Thomson Jr. 
John Tingler

Elizabeth K. Tracy,  
in honor of Larry and Sally Mann

Louise Truman 
Ginny West 
Fred White 

Mark Wilson
Betty Winfree
Ry Winston

Jeanne Witman
Jan Wright

Joseph E. Yates Jr. 



Land Protection

More than 100 walkers helped raise more than 
$8,000 in the fourth annual Read Mountain 
Hike-a-thon, sponsored by the Read Mountain 
Alliance on Oct. 2. The fund-raising event 
was planned to collect money to purchase the 
upper slopes and ridge line of the mountain 
in northern Roanoke and southern Botetourt 
counties. The long-range plan is to place the 
mountain top in a public park.

Since the grass-roots Alliance was formed,  
89 acres of Read Mountain slopes have been 
preserved through a WVLT conservation ease-
ment. WVLT is also helping with ongoing negotiations to preserve another 
150 acres. A total of about 700 acres should be preserved, according to Ron 
Crawford, founder of the Alliance.

The three-mile hike began at Bonsack School. Antique buses transported hik-
ers to the starting point on the mountain. Hikers sponsored for $25 or more 
received free t-shirts.

Find out about Read Mountain Alliance at  
www.readmountain.org.

Read Mountain Alliance
607 Ray Street • Roanoke, VA  24019

540-977-4540

Read Mountain Hike-A-Thon Raised Over $8,000

Signs Mark Saved Land
As a pilot program for the entire state, 
WVLT and the Virginia Outdoors  
Foundation (VOF) have developed 
metal signs that identify  
conservation easements  
properties.  Signs from the 
Piedmont Environmental 
Council from northern 
Virginia were used as a 
model to maintain consistency 
throughout the state.

The eighteen-inch-square signs will be 
offered free to landowners who have con-
served property with conservation easements.  The signs will 
showcase properties that were conserved through partner-
ships between WVLT and VOF.

WVLT Executive Director Roger Holnback says, “Placing the 
signs is strictly optional, but several landowners have already 
told us they’d love to have such signs.  It’s a good way for the 
community to know what their neighbors and land trusts 
have conserved.”  

An initial order of 50 signs was paid for by the Virginia Out-
doors Foundation, which will be offering customized versions 
to other private land trusts across Virginia.

WVLT’s Conservation Easement Guide for Virginia Landowners is 
available free upon request and is also posted on our website at www.
westernvirginialandtrust.org.  The Guide explains details of a typical 
conservation easement and its tax benefits, answers frequently asked 
questions and has comments from landowners who have already pro-
tected their land with conservation easements.  Call 540-985-0000 to 
request your free copy or to ask any questions about land conservation.
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Randall Arendt explains conservation design techniques  
to a full house at Trinity Ecumenical Parish  
at Smith Mountain Lake on September 15.

With the help of numerous partners, 
WVLT hosted a workshop with nation-
ally known smart growth author and 
land use planner Randall Arendt on 
September 15 at Smith Mountain Lake.

The author of Conservation Subdivision 
Design, Growing Greener, Rural by 
Design: Maintaining Small Town 
Character and other works led a five 
hour presentation and workshop on 
techniques to design new communities 

that preserve open space while creating more attractive, livable 
and profitable developments. 

“This whole thing is twice green. It’s green economically 
and green environmentally,” said Randall Arendt.  He shared 
examples of new developments all over America that respect 
the environment and local community character by preserving 
trees, incorporating trails and community greens and preserving 
productive and scenic farmland as key elements to help sell the 
homes.  

Arendt suggested that every development be designed around 
existing natural features such as streams, rock outcroppings, large 
trees or other things that make a site unique.  He stressed the 
need to walk sites to inventory such features before investing in 
expensive plans.  

Smaller lot sizes in developments was stressed as essential in 
order to preserve more open space.  Workshop participants 
saw examples of subdivisions that were built with the highest 
number of homes per acre allowed by local codes but with the 
homes clustered together to allow community greens, horse 
pastures and preserved forests to serve as community assets.       

About 80 participants included county supervisors and planning 
commissioners from Bedford and Franklin counties, each coun-
ty’s entire planning staff, developers, surveyors, engineers and 
others who make the decisions that shape community futures.

Bill Brush, a volunteer who helped coordinate the workshop, 
said “Open space is so important to our rural character, in all of 
the counties that surround the lake, and development is coming.  
We want to show that there’s alternatives where you can still 
have open space and high quality development - and everybody 
can benefit from that.”  Lynn Barnes, a Bedford County planning 
commissioner, worked with Brush to help WVLT plan the event 
and invite participants.  

David Hurt, WVLT project manager and a Franklin County 
supervisor, said, “While helping to preserve natural areas and 
working farms, we also need to help new development fit in with 
the landscape and maintain a rural flavor.  Randall shows how 
this can be done in a way that’s good for business, communities 
and the environment.”

Conservation Design Workshop Promotes Smart Growth

WVLT thanks the following sponsors  
who covered all costs associated with the  

Conservation Design Workshop. 

•	 Downtown Moneta and Mayberry Hills 
•	 LakeWatch Plantation 
•	 The Franklin County Chamber of Commerce 
•	 Bedford County 
•	 Franklin County 
•	 The Western Virginia Water Authority 
•	 The Smith Mountain Lake Association 
•	 Capps Home Building Center 
•	 Berkley Howell and Associates 
•	 The Association of Lake Area Communities 
•	 Nelson Smithers and Associates 
•	 Perkins and Orrison 
•	 The Roanoke Regional Home Builders Association 
•	 The Willard Companies 
•	 Meadow Spring Land and Realty 
•	 Hurt and Proffitt 
•	 Moneta Farm Services 
•	 Elk Creek Holdings 
•	 Phillips Development

For more information on Randall Arendt and his work, visit 
www.greenerprospects.com.
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Land Protection

Land Trust Stalwart Preserves Wythe County Homeplace

With the help of our sister organization, the New River Land Trust, the Virginia Out-
doors Foundation now holds a conservation easement on a Wythe County farm with a 
Roanoke connection. 

Though George Kegley has made the Roanoke Valley home for decades, his family 
roots are farther west in Wythe County.  An ancestor – another George Kegley – lived 
in Wythe County during the American Revolution and Kegleys have been there since.  
With a younger generation running the family farm and a newly recorded conserva-
tion easement protecting 300 acres of rolling land, the future looks bright for the family 
legacy.

George Kegley, retired business editor for the Roanoke Times, helped found the Western 
Virginia Land Trust in 1996 and is now a fulltime volunteer for many charities.  One of 
his children, Andy Kegley, raises natural grass-fed beef on the Wythe County farm and 
has served on the New River Land Trust Board of Directors.  George, Andy, and George’s 
brother James jointly own the farm and, with Andy’s leadership, worked with the 
Virginia Outdoors Foundation to permanently conserve it with a conservation easement 
that was recorded this fall.

Parkway Neighbor Set to Save More Stream

WVLT and the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District have agreed to co-hold a riparian easement to protect nearly two miles 
of stream bank along Roaring Run, a native trout stream bordering the Blue Ridge Parkway in western Franklin County. 

The land trust is purchasing the easement with remaining funds from a Water Quality Improvement Act (WQIA) grant from the 
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation.  The easement protects water quality by conserving 50-foot buffers along the 
streams that cannot be cleared, timbered, cultivated, grazed or used in any way that would harm the native forest’s filtering and soil 
stabilizing role.

The property, owned by Thomas Keller of North Carolina, is sandwiched between the National Park Service’s Smart View Recreation 
Area on the Blue Ridge Parkway and an existing 145-acre conservation easement granted by WVLT Trustee Jeanne Martin and her 
husband Robert in 2003.  An open space conservation ease-
ment to preserve the rest of Keller’s 130-acre tract has also 
been accepted by the Virginia Outdoors Foundation and is 
scheduled to be recorded in December.  

Along with the Martin property, the Keller tract was 
identified as a critical scenic viewshed from the Blue Ridge 
Parkway in a 1998 WVLT study, with the Land Trust then 
working to build relationships with the landowners to 
promote voluntary conservation.

Roger Holnback, WVLT Executive Director, says, “We’re 
thrilled to partner with the Blue Ridge District to protect 
such a pristine mountain stream.  There’s a real critical 
mass of conserved land in this area with the parkway’s 
stewardship of Smart View, the Martins’ easement and 
another conservation easement donated by WVLT Trustee 
Jim Wilson on the south side of Smart View in 1998.  Roar-
ing Run is now far better protected, along with more scenic 
views from the Parkway.”

More of Roaring Run in western Franklin County will be  
permanently conserved with a new riparian easement.



Nonprofit Org.

U.S. Postage Paid

Roanoke, VA

Permit No. 172

Trustees
Elizabeth H. Belcher
Richard P. Chaffin

Lynn M. Davis
Lucy R. Ellett

Robert H. Hunt
Anne M. Jennings
George A. Kegley
James L. Kermes
Jennifer S. Lewis
Sarah L. Ludwig
Jeanne M. Martin
David L. Maxson
Lynn H. Meyer

Joe F. Miller
Howard C. Packett
John W. Robinson
James M. Sawyer
Linda Gavel Webb
J. Richard Wells
James M. Wilson
James L. Woltz

Clifton A. “Chip” Woodrum, III
C. Cooper Youell, IV

Board of Trustees

James M. Turner, Jr.
President

Gwen W. Mason
Vice President

Gary R. Duerk
Treasurer

Broaddus C. Fitzpatrick
Secretary

Staff
Roger B. Holnback
Executive Director

David A. Hurt
Project Manager

722 First Street, SW, Suite L
Roanoke, Virginia 24016-4120

Phone/Fax 540/985-0000
westernvirginialandtrust.org

Western Virginia Land Trust Mission Statement

A publicly supported charitable organization providing voluntary means  
to promote the preservation of western Virginia’s natural & cultural heritage

Check out our website at: westernvirginialandtrust.org

Close to 150 volunteers recruited by Friends of the Blue Ridge Parkway planted 125 trees on 
Saturday, November 5th on a six-acre parcel owned by WVLT.  The new landscaping at Blue 

Ridge Parkway mile marker 125 will buffer the Parkway from private homes to enhance scenic 
views. Among the volunteers were 45 Cave Spring High School students, local scout groups, US 

Congressman Bob Goodlatte, Parkway and county officials and neighbors.
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