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Land Trust takes stand on Mill Mountain, Carvins Cove
Will ask City Council for easements on both parks

The Executive Committee of the Western Virginia Land Trust 
approved a policy statement at its July meeting requesting that 
the City of Roanoke place conservation easements on its city 
parks on Mill Mountain and Carvins Cove.

An easement on the 13,000-acre Carvins Cove Natural Reserve 
would be the largest conservation easement in the history of 
Virginia. Situated just northeast of the City and located mainly 
in Botetourt County, Carvins Cove makes up a vital part of the 
Roanoke Valley’s water supply and is also a prime location for 
outdoor recreation, including hiking, canoeing, fishing, and 
mountain biking. Preserving a treasure like Carvins Cove would 
help to showcase Roanoke as a green city that is attractive to 
people who want to enjoy the outdoors.

The Land Trust hopes that Roanoke City Council will preserve as 
much of the city-owned portions of Mill Mountain as possible. 
The very top of the mountain in the Mill Mountain Management 
Plan, may not be suitable for a state-owned easement due to the 
existing development. However, the Land Trust hopes to find 
alternatives, such as City Council passing an ordinance defining 
what kinds of new development, if any, would be allowed on the 
mountain top. The Land Trust’s statement also recommends that 
City Council implement the recommendations described in the 
Management Plan, which include ensuring that all mountaintop 
development is below the tree line and “respects the natural 
character of the mountain.”

The top, developed portion of the mountain represents 15 acres 
out of the 568-acre park and includes the star, a radio tower, 
the Discovery Center, a parking lot, the wildflower garden, an 
access road, and the Mill Mountain Zoo. The Virginia Outdoors 
Foundation indicated that it would not be willing to hold an 
easement on Zone 1 due to the difficulty of monitoring activity 
in a developed, intensively used area. The Virginia Outdoors 
Foundation does not rule out the possibility of placing an ease-
ment on the land at the top of the mountain but suggests that 
such an easement should be held, monitored and enforced by a 
qualified organization other than themselves, with the resources 
necessary to do the job right.

Jim Kermes, WVLT Board President, stated “Mill Mountain and 
Carvins Cove are unique properties that have defined the Roa-

noke Valley for many years. We need to permanently preserve 
these unique assets to ensure that they can be used and enjoyed 
by future generations.”

“We think this initiative represents a win-win for the people 
of Roanoke and a break from the confrontational debate that 
has been taking place,” said WVLT Executive Director Roger 
Holnback. “If we’re successful, we’ll preserve nearly of all of Mill 
Mountain and leave the question of development at the very 
top of the mountain to City Council and the public process, 
where it belongs.”
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Conservation Celebration 2007 see page 3

Mill Mountain is an integral part of Roanoke’s city skyline.

(continued on page 4)
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From the Director
Roger Holnback, Executive 
Director

Taking on a Cause
For almost six years as executive 
director of WVLT, I have had 
the opportunity to educate the 
general public and hundreds of landowners, including farmers 
and developers, about the benefits of conservation easements 
and the big-picture benefits of protecting our quality of life, 
water, farms and forests.  It is a labor of love and one that allows 
me to influence the course of our community’s development 
in a small way.  I am often reminded that I have been labeled 
a conservationist, but I am also a capitalist (having owned a 
manufacturing company employing over thirty people here 
in Roanoke), and I personally have managed to find a balance 
between capitalism and conservation, between personal success 
and the “greater good.”  

I have been able to live all over the world and in a number of 
states, towns and cities in the U.S. during my lifetime, and I 
have come to love my home, the Roanoke Valley. The Valley is 
a wonderful cross between small town and city, between rural 
and urban, and it has largely retained its character, while many 
other communities have started to look so alike that none are 
special anymore.  
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In this issue you will learn about the Land Trust’s effort to 
actively promote conservation easements on two Roanoke 
City Parks, Mill Mountain and Carvins Cove Natural Reserve.  
Actively participating in the very public process of influencing 
community policy represents quite a change from past practices 
at WVLT, and one that I admittedly have been hoping for would 
happen for years. But while I am the executive director, I am 
not the boss; that job is in the hands of our Board of Trustees 
and they have been understandably reluctant to join the pub-
lic/political fray until now. I am hoping that our community’s 
leaders can see the debate about the future of Mill Mountain as 
the opportunity for a win-win for Roanoke by protecting Mill 
Mountain and Carvins Cove, while at the same time leverag-
ing that act into some awesome press announcing Roanoke as 
a truly green city.
 
WVLT is entering the process with trepidation, and with concern 
for the good name that we have earned for taking a non-confron-
tational approach to conservation, but with the knowledge that 
what can be gained is well worth the risk.  The Board of Trustees 
agrees with me that the opportunity now exists to get permanent 
protection for two of the Roanoke community’s most precious 
resources. You can help the effort by joining the Land Trust and 
supporting us as we go forward with this challenge.

– RBH

From the President
James L. Kermes

Carilion Challenge Met
Thanks to the fantastic support of our 
dedicated membership, we success-
fully met the challenge by the Carilion 
Foundation. They informed us last year 
that if by June 30, 2007, we could raise 
$46,000 of membership giving from 
either (1) new members who have never contributed financially 
to WVLT, or (2) increased giving from existing members, the 
Foundation would grant us $17,000 to be used on initiatives to 
further expand our membership.

The membership rose to the challenge: 309 givers either in-
creased their giving to the Land Trust or joined for the first time, 
raising more than $52,600 in new gifts to the Land Trust.

I am very proud of our Board of Trustees. I asked them to dem-
onstrate leadership by increasing their annual giving.  They 
responded by increasing their giving 88% over the previous 
year.
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Financial support is an essential part of keeping WVLT operat-
ing and fulfilling our mission. We operate with a lean staff of 
two full time and one part time personnel. Other expenses of 
printing, postage, insurance, travel, etc., result in an annual 
operating budget that is approaching $200,000.

Your support is appreciated. It is the annual dues-paying mem-
bers that keep WVLT operating. I sincerely hope that we can 
look forward to your continued financial support. Your financial 
support will enable Roger and Dave to work with local land 
owners to place conservation easements on their properties and 
keep our mountains green, our rivers pure and enable future 
generations to benefit from what we do today.

Thank you for your support.



Conservation Celebration 2007
Purchase your tickets now for this year’s party!

Roger
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This year’s Conservation Celebration will be held on the beautiful Rader farm in Troutville, protected by a conservation easement.

All are invited to come celebrate open 
space, clean air and fresh water at our 
annual Conservation Celebration on 
Sept. 23, 2007 from 4-7 pm at the Rader 
Farm on Rt. 11 in Troutville. This will 
be a wonderful event that will help 
recognize and celebrate conservation 
of our valuable land. 

The Raders placed a conservation ease-
ment on the 222-acre farm in 2005, 
and also placed an easement on their 
nearby family homeplace in 2006.

The festivities will include live bluegrass music from The Craig 
County Boys, a catered barbecue dinner, the presentation of the 
second annual A. Victor Thomas Environmental Stewardship 
Award, a live auction of an original landscape painting by local 
artist Ann Glover, and a book signing by local outdoors author 
and conservation easement donor Bruce Ingram.

We are pleased to announce that Conservation Partners, LLC, is 
underwriting this year’s event. Conservation Partners consults 
with landowners and their professional advisors throughout 
the complex process of donating conservation easements and 
preparing and registering high-quality land preservation tax 
credits. Conservation Partners was formed to help Virginians 
realize the benefits of land conservation, and provides com-
prehensive support services to conservation easement donors, 
conservation professionals, and purchasers of high-quality land 
preservation tax credits.

Last year’s Conservation Celebration in Montgomery County 
brought more than 125 people together.  Former State Senator 
Madison Marye received the first annual Vic Thomas award in 
recognition of his and wife Charlotte’s conservation easement 
on their farm on the Elliston Straightaway, and Senator Marye’s 

work to uphold private property rights 
in the General Assembly. 

Tickets for this year’s Land Trust fund-
raiser are just $35 per person if pur-
chased by Sept. 14, 2007, or $40 at the 
gate. Children under 12 are free. Cur-
rent Land Trust members will receive 
a special invitation in the mail. Non-
members can send a check for $35 per 
person to Western Virginia Land Trust, 
722 First St. SW, Suite L, Roanoke, VA 

24016, attn: Celebration. Tickets will be held at the gate for 
everyone whose payment is received in the Land Trust office 
by Sept. 14. After that date, tickets will be $40 and may be pur-
chased at the door only.

This promises to be a wonderfully exciting event and we hope 
to see everyone there!

The Craig County Boys

Directions to the 2007 Conservation Celebration
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“Roanoke is looking for a way to sustainably grow and attract 
new business and new residents,” said Holnback. “Preserving 
these natural features makes a bold statement about Roanoke’s 
commitment to its quality of life that no other city in Virginia 
can make.”

Land Trust Takes Stand (continued from page 1)

Carvins Cove as viewed from the Appalachian Trail in Botetourt County

Mill Mountain Park.  The Fishburn Deed is outlined.

Holnback said that Roanoke County, the Western Virginia Water 
Authority, and other local public entities also have resources that 
should be protected with easements in the near future.

“We’re starting with the City of Roanoke because of the current 
debate over the future of Mill Mountain,” said Holnback. “We’re 
hoping that the City can accomplish something that will serve 
as a model for the rest of the region.” 

Long-time Trustee and current Vice President Janet Scheid is 
heading up the Land Trust’s committee that is pursuing the 
initiative. The Land Trust hopes to meet with a variety of en-
vironmental groups, civic clubs, business organizations, and 
other interested parties to educate the public on the initiative 
prior to presenting the idea to Roanoke City Council in the 
coming months.

For more information on the Land Trust’s Mill Mountain and 
Carvins Cove initiative, see the Frequently Asked Questions 
on page 5 or visit www.westernvirginialandtrust.org/mill-
mountain/.

Complete text of the statement:

WESTERN VIRGINIA LAND TRUST  
POSITION STATEMENT

The Western Virginia Land Trust recommends that the City of Roa-
noke place conservation easements on portions of Mill Mountain Park 
and Carvins Cove Natural Reserve.

Mill Mountain Park and Carvins Cove Natural Reserve represent op-
portunities to preserve two of the Valley’s most precious and unique 
natural resources.  Preservation of these assets, through conservation 
easements, would clearly demonstrate that the citizens of Roanoke 
value green space, outdoor recreation, tourism and quality of life and 
want these lands protected now and for generations to come.



The easements would make permanent the recommendations of the 
Mill Mountain Park Management Plan that City Council approved 
in 2006 and the Carvins Cove Land Use Management Plan approved 
in 2000.  The Mill Mountain easement would apply to the slopes and 
sides of Mill Mountain and not to the approximately 15 acres at the 
top of the mountain, which may not be appropriate for a state-held 
conservation easement due to the existing development and intensive 
land uses of that property.  The WVLT recommends that future de-
velopment on the top of the mountain be conducted according to the 
recommendations in the Mill Mountain Park Management Plan.

A conservation easement on Carvins Cove Natural Reserve would pro-
tect a significant water supply for the Valley and fourteen miles of the 
Appalachian National Scenic Trail and its viewshed.  This easement 
would provide the most cost-effective way to protect the water quality 
of Carvins Cove while allowing for appropriate recreational uses.

A map of the Roanoke Valley

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Mill Mountain and Carvins Cove  

Conservation Easements

Q: What is the Western Virginia Land Trust proposing?

A: To preserve two of Roanoke’s most outstanding natural features, 
the Western Virginia Land Trust is proposing that the Roanoke City 
Council place conservation easements on portions of Mill Mountain 
and Carvins Cove.  

Q: Why would this be good for Roanoke?

A: In addition to its wonderful people, the key to the Roanoke 
Valley’s outstanding quality of life is the beautiful natural assets 
with which we’re blessed—the Appalachian Trail, the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, the Roanoke River, Mill Mountain, and Carvins Cove, to 
name just a few.  Roanoke’s strongest asset is its natural beauty and 
the recreational opportunities its beautiful environment offers. 

By preserving and showcasing its best natural features, Roanoke 
could declare itself a top-flight green city on the level of Asheville, 

NC, Burlington, VT or Chattanooga, TN.  Roanoke could help 
increase its “attraction factor” to area residents, tourists, young 
professionals, new businesses and retirees.  Additionally, as ex-
pressed in Vision 2001, the conservation of Carvins Cove and Mill 
Mountain will ensure that Roanoke residents, and those who fol-
low us through the ages, will have the same beautiful mountains 
to enjoy as we do. 
 
Q: Does this conflict with new development on top of Mill 
Mountain?

A: While our conservation easement proposal applies only to the 
slopes and sides of Mill Mountain the Land Trust recommends that 
the City follow the recommendation in its Mill Mountain Park 
Management Plan that states in part that “any development at the 
summit should remain below the treeline to preserve the forested 
ridgeline.” 

Q: Aren’t Mill Mountain and Carvins Cove owned by the City 
and already protected?  

A: While Mill Mountain Park and Carvins Cove Natural Reserve are 
owned by the City of Roanoke, placing a conservation easement on 
them would be a powerful statement of the City’s commitment to 
preserving its best assets and attracting young people who enjoy 
an active, outdoor lifestyle.  Also, municipal ownership does not 
guarantee its preservation in the future. 

Q: Isn’t Mill Mountain too steep to build on anyway?

A: While the slopes of Mill Mountain are steep, there are many ex-
amples of building taking place where no one ever thought possible 
or realistic.  Mill Mountain is too important to the Valley’s future 
to leave its preservation up to chance.

Q: What other local governments have done this?

A: In 1996, Asheville, NC, placed a conservation easement on a 
17,000-acre, city-owned property that is the source of the city’s 
drinking water, much like Carvins Cove is for the Roanoke Valley.  
In 2007, Fredericksburg, VA, placed conservation easements on 4,200 
acres of city property along the Rappahannock and Rapidan Rivers.  
In Roanoke County, the Land Trust has partnered with the County, 
Hollins University, the Western Virginia Water Authority, grassroots 
groups, and private landowners to protect significant portions of 
two other local icons, Tinker Mountain and Read Mountain. There 
are numerous other examples as well.

Q: Who would hold and monitor the easements?  

The Virginia Outdoors Foundation, which is the Commonwealth 
of Virginia’s land trust, would be asked to hold and monitor the 
easements.  The Virginia Outdoors Foundation holds conservation 
easements on over 400,000 acres of land in Virginia.

Q.  Why isn’t the Western Virginia Land Trust proposing to 
include the top of Mill Mountain in an easement?

After discussions with the Virginia Outdoors Foundation, it became 
clear that they have serious concerns about the complexity, expense 

(continued on page 6)
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and time involved with monitoring and enforcing an easement 
on the top of the mountain where intensive land uses exist.   The 
Virginia Outdoors Foundation does not rule out the possibility of 
placing an easement on the land at the top of the mountain but 
suggests that such an easement should be held, monitored and 
enforced by a qualified organization other than themselves, with 
the resources necessary to do the job right.  An alternative to this 
approach would be for the City to adopt an ordinance making the 
protection of the treeline and view of Mill Mountain from the City 
a matter of City policy. 

Q: How do the Fishburn heirs feel about the Land Trust’s pro-
posed easement on Mill Mountain?

A: The Fishburn heirs desire that a conservation easement be placed 
on Mill Mountain that includes not only the slopes and sides but 
the top of the mountain also.  

Q: What will this cost the City?

A: The cost to place a conservation easement on these properties is 
very small and is limited to expenses such as surveying.  We esti-
mate the total expense to be less than $10,000.  This money could 
be raised by private citizens who wish to see Mill Mountain and 
Carvins Cove preserved.  There is no charge to the City of Roanoke 
by the Western Virginia Land Trust for its services in facilitating 
these proposed easements. 

Q: How would a conservation easement affect the City’s cur-
rent management plans for both Mill Mountain and Carvins 
Cove?

A: In 2006, the City adopted the Mill Mountain Park Management 
Plan which identified long-term protection of the mountain as 
a critical issue and recommended a conservation easement “be 
explored.” We believe that the time to do this is now, given the 
current public discourse about the future of Mill Mountain. The 
policies and practices described in the existing Mill Mountain Park 
Management Plan are nearly all compatible with a conservation 
easement.  The Carvins Cove Natural Reserve management plan is 
still in the development process, but the core elements are preserva-
tion of the Reserve.

Q: How would a conservation easement affect the public’s use 
of Mill Mountain and Carvins Cove for recreation?

A: It would improve it.  Conservation easements on public property 
are designed to protect and enhance public access for recreational 
activities such as hiking, biking, bird watching, family picnics, and 
other activities. Easements are compatible with things like trails, 
picnic tables, benches, interpretive kiosks, and other park accom-
modations.  What a conservation easement would restrict is where 
building and development can take place and how many buildings 
can be built, along with common-sense restrictions on things like 
clear cutting, dumping trash, billboards, and so on.

Q: What is the danger of not acting?

A: An example of not acting in a timely manner to save valuable 
views can be found on the nearby Blue Ridge Parkway.  For years, 
the Parkway meandered through peaceful and undeveloped coun-
tryside.  But population growth, new suburban developments and 
commercial growth have negatively impacted views along the 
Roanoke section of the Parkway. Through the efforts of the Land 
Trust, neighboring communities and partner organizations, progress 
is being made to reverse this trend. If we don’t have the vision and 
foresight to protect Mill Mountain and Carvins Cove now, we may 
regret it down the road.

Q: How would these conservation easements impact other parts 
of the Roanoke Valley?

A: It is the hope of the Land Trust that these easements will serve 
as conservation models and serve to encourage other mountainside 
land owners to protect their properties and preserve the beautiful 
views of the mountains from the Roanoke Valley. The Land Trust 
hopes to encourage other public entities to follow the lead of 
Roanoke City by placing conservation easements on their public 
properties.

Remember the  
Land Trust in your will.
Just like the land, our legacies endure long after we’re gone.  
Remembering the Land Trust with a gift in your will is a pow-
erful way to care for the hills, valleys, and streams of Western 
Virginia forever.

For more information on bequests or other planned giving, 
contact the Land Trust at (540) 985-0000, or visit our website 
at www.westernvirginialandtrust.org/bequests.pdf .

A sign of the times in Patrick County

FAQs (continued from page 5)
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BENEFACTOR - $5,000 OR MORE
Anonymous foundation
Conservation Partners, LLC, Foundation*
Kroger Company*
James L. Woltz
in-kind

CONSERVATOR - $2,500 TO $4,999
Jim and Pat Kermes*

SUSTAINER - $1,000 TO $2,499
Appalachian Power Company	
Boxley Materials Company
Carter Machinery Company, Inc.*
Cartledge Foundation, Inc.
Richard and Debbie Chaffin*	
Coal Bank Ridge, LLC*
Warner and Barbara Dalhouse*
Walter Dixon, Jr.*
Barbara and Gary Duerk*
Frank and Lucy Ellett*
Luann and Broaddus Fitzpatrick*
Spencer and Joy Frantz
Roger Holnback*
in memory of Olive H. Holnback
James and Anne Jennings
George and Louise Kegley
Bob Lambeth, Jr.*
Anna and Tom Lawson
in honor of David Maxson & Nancy Gray
Barbara and Bill Lemon
Joe and Laura Logan*	
Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
David Maxson*
McLaughlin and Moran, Inc.
Ohrstrom Foundation*
Roanoke County*
The Turner Family Fund*
Virginia Conservation Credit Pool, LLC*
Waldron Charitable Foundation*
Western Virginia Environmental and Social 
Trust Foundation
Emily and Chip Woodrum*

STEWARD - $500 TO $999
Karen L. Barnhart*
Mrs. D. Blackwell Brown*
Guy W. Buford*
Paul and Susan Frantz	
GE Foundation*
match of member gifts
Graham-White Manufacturing Co.
Bill Hickman
matched by GE Foundation
Royce and Kathleen Husted
Ginny and Shields Jarrett*
in honor of Broaddus and Luann Fitzpatrick
Mrs. Herbert S. Kurshan
Frank M. Lacy, Jr.		
Tucker and Catherine Lemon*
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel B. Long*	
Deborah and Tom McDonald*	
Kirk McGuire*		

Membership Gifts – Thank You!
The following individuals, companies, and foundations joined the Land Trust in fiscal year 2007 – from July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007. Members 
whose first-time or increased gifts qualified for the Carilion matching grant challenge are indicated with an asterisk (*).  Our deepest thanks to every 
land trust member whose annual memberships make all of our land conservation work possible.

Dr. and Mrs. Julien Meyer, Jr.*	
Clay and Mike  Morrissett*
matched by Wachovia Foundation
Betty Carr Muse		
Kurt Navratil and Brook Dickson*
in honor of Barbara and Charles Navratil 
Emma Read Oppenhimer		
Bob and Kris Peckman		
Mr. and Mrs. Bittle W. Porterfield, III 
Carol W. Pruner*		
Jack Rader*		
Wachovia Foundation*
match of member gifts
Betty Gill Ware		
J. Richard Wells	
Ned and Janet Yost*		
Jean Schiro-Zavela and Vance Zavela

ASSOCIATE - $250 TO $499
Jerry Ballengee			 
Elizabeth Barrett*			 
Liz Belcher			
Betty Branch		
Deke and Jane Coulter		
Daphne DePuy		
Dr. Paul A. Distler			 
Perry and Jessica Downing*		
Frank Flippin			 
Foundation for Roanoke Valley 
Ray and Jane Garland	
Bill and Ann Hackworth*		
Stebbins and Bunny Hubard*	
Bob Hunt		
Mary Ann and Jim Johnson	
Tim and Jane Kelly*		
Kevin Kermes*		
Annette Kirby			 
Steve and Patricia Lemon*		
Toes and Glovie Lynn		
Robert and Jeanne Martin*		
Gwen and Billy Mason		
John Merten*			 
Joe Miller*			 
Harry and Natalie Norris		
Norfolk Southern Foundation	
match of member gifts
John Parrott Jr.	
Joel and Bob Richert		
Paul D. Ross, Jr.*		
Janet Scheid*		
Ed Scruggs			 
Simms Family Limited Partnership
in memory of L. Earl Simms
Kent and Kay Van Allen		
Virginia Easement Exchange, LLC*
Karen Waldron and Shawn Ricci	
Bill and Nan Mahone Wellborn*	
Jim and Esta Wilson		
M. Lanier Woodrum			 

FRIEND - $100 TO $249
Ellen Aiken and David Hunt*	
Paul Angermeier and Betsy Stinson 

Anonymous 
in honor of James L. Kermes
J. M. Ambrose-Cosby		
Carrie Tate Aylor*		
Dr. and Mrs. F. Jackson Ballenger	
Jane Battle*
in memory of Mr. Bill Battle
Larry Bechtel			 
Bedford Historical Society, Inc. 
Hildegard Bengtson*		
Laura Benjamin*		
Tom and Doris Berdeen		
Jason and Shelby Bingham		
Bill and Susan Blaylock*		
Blue Ridge ExxonMobil Retirees, Inc.*
in appreciation of Roger’s presentation
Carl and Lynn Boggess*		
Bill Boise*		
Chan and Kae Bolling		
Hugh Bond			 
Frank and Betty Boxley		
Kataranya Bozoian
in memory of Greg Arthur
Cabell and Shirley Brand
Anita Braun
in memory of Kenneth and Steven Spear
Clifford and Patricia Brett	
Mervin and Blanche Brower	
Buckwheat Farm*
Matt Bullington	
James O. Butler		
June and Caldwell Butler		
Maureen Castern and Jon Stephenson 
Caterpillar Foundation*
match of member gifts
Nick and Alison Conte		
Mary Glenn Copenhaver		
Hugh and Reggie Craft		
Mr. and Mrs. Milton P. Danner	
Lynn Davis*			 
Peter and Sandy Dawyot*		
Cal and Eva de Coligny		
Ruth Doan		
Kay and David Dougherty*	
John and Hoye Duckworth*	
Preston and Mattie Edwards	
Bill and Diane Elliot*
including gift from Diane’s Sufi class
Evelyn F. James Foundation*
Steven Farber*		
Fellers Family Limited Partnership	
Warren Ferguson		
Bob Fetzer			 
David and Joyce Foster		
Fralin & Waldron*		
Vivian Frank*	
Lanier and Thecla Frantz*	
Friends of the Blue Ridge Parkway* 
John and Sally Garber*		
Bob and Frances Garland
in memory of Herbert Edward Bragg
John and Sara Gilkey		
David Goode*

matched by Caterpillar Foundation and 
Norfolk Southern
Terry and Peter Goodfield	
Bob and Maryellen Goodlatte		
Linda Goodrich			 
Bill and Eunice Gordge		
Bruce and Judy Hagadorn
Cathy Hankla*
Byron Hicks	
Fred and Mary Hitz		
Philip and Jean Hocker		
Anne Howard
in honor of Lynn and Tim
David and Katrina Hurt
Dot and Arnold Hurt		
Reggie and Mary Alice Hutcherson*
N. Jane Ingram			 
Joyce and Robert Jaeger
in memory of Archie Campbell
Susie Jamison*
David Jenkins*		
David and Karen Jones*		
Warren and Margie Kark*	
Sissy Kegley
in honor of George Kegley
Robert Kegley		
Dr. T. F. Keller			 
Richard and Betty Kelly*		
Talfourd and Tina Kemper	
Suki Kermes*		
Kitty Koomen
matched by Norfolk Southern Foundation
Henria Krepps*
in honor of Jim Kermes
Jonathan Kurshan*			 
Lamar Outdoor Advertising*
Stan and Marjorie Lanford	
Peggy Layne		
Ed and Betty Lesko			 
Dr. Donald W. Linzey		
Anne Long			 
Dick and Med Long		
Lucas-Hathaway Charitable Trust*	
Ed Machado*		
Tom and Gale Malishaucki	
Brooke and Emily Mallory*
in honor of Fran and Ed Meyers
Mary Elizabeth Mann
in memory of Irene Ruth Williams Sullivan
Ann Masters			 
Bill and Annis McCabe
John McLeod*
Susan and Rick Miller*	
Jim and Cindy Miller		
Chris and Forrest Moore		
Margaret Morris
Joe and Pam Moskal		
Wes Naff			 
Betty G. Norris		
in honor of Barbara and Gary Duerk
Dr. Robert L. Nutt			 
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Overholser
matched by Norfolk Southern Foundation
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Bob Paine*
in honor of Dr. Timothy Hormel
Charles and Patti Palmer		
Julie and Rod Passmore		
Micki Patrick	
Jim and Brenda Pearman		
Cynthia Petzold and Lowell Inhorn*
Glen and Sharon Proehl		
Renovated Properties* 
Sammie Reynolds*
in memory of Brigadier General William E. 
Reynolds
RHF Rentals LLC* 
John and Marybeth Robinson	
Kit Robinson*			 
Fuller and Elizabeth Robinson	
Chuck and Sue Ryan		
Virginia Savage*			 
Dave and Ginny Savitz*	
Joseph and Susanne Scanlin	
Tim Shank*
in honor of Barbara and G. Leonard Shank
John Simmerman*			 
Paul Simms
in memory of L. Earl Simms
John and Ellie Skillman		
Mike and Catherine Smeltzer		
Glenn Stafford*		
John and Lisa Stanley*	
Mac Taylor		
Bob and Dori Teter*		
John and Linda Thornton*
Leon and Jenny Tomblin		
Ann and David Trinkle*		
Maurice Turner*
matched by Norfolk Southern Foundation
Robert Turner, BTR Partnership*	
Kyle and Julia Umberger*		
Dr. and Mrs. Burke Wade		
Loren H. Walker*		
Dan and Lona Greer Watson
Dick and Jeanie Wertz		
Janet Whitaker			 
Dr. and Mrs. Dale A. Wickstrum	
Mrs. Eugenia Kellogg Williams	
John and Marilee Williamson	
June and Ed Wilson			 
Lowell Wine		
Don and Ellen Witt		
Wesley Woods*			 
C. Cooper Youell IV*

SUPPORTER - $50 TO $99
Anonymous	
Laurie and Leonard Adkins*	
Craig and Nicole Andersen*	
Ellen Ashwell*			 
Charles and Nancy Ayling
in honor of Nancy’s mother, Elizabeth Goss
Arthur and Helen Ballas*		
Sherman, Dana and Ruth Bamford	
Glynn and Helen Barranger	
Walter and Frances Barton	
Matthew Bentley
in honor of Lynn Anne Farrar and Deborah 
& Bill Hunley
Larry Bly			 
Nancy Bourne		
John and Matilda Bradshaw		
Denis Brion		
Whitney and Ellen Brown		

Adrienne Bullington		
Darlene Burcham		
Nan Carmack*			 
Nancy Carson		
Deborah and Stephen Cates	
Vivian Chang*
in memory of Spencer Chang
Beth A. Christopoulos*		
Dick and Judy  Clark
Ms. Ellie Clark*
in honor of husband Bill Clark’s 70th 
birthday
Dr. Dean Clower*			 
Helen Cobbs*		
Peggy Crosson			 
Margaret Cruise		
Mark and Susan Currie		
Gladys and Rupe Cutler		
Larry and Janice Davidson	
Bill Davidson			 
Mr. I. B. Dent*		
Pauline Dickens 			 
Park and Normie Dickerson*		
Mr. Howard Dickerson*		
Georgeanna Driver*
in honor of Jeannette Kellogg
Joe and Spuzzie Duckwall		
Mr. John Eckman*		
Fred and Phyllis Fevrier		
Liza T. Field*			 
Eric Fitzpatrick
in memory of Judge B.T. Fitzpatrick
Doris Flandorffer			 
Logan Forsyth
in honor of Gwen Mason
Mrs. Gertrude Fowler	
in memory of Loved Ones
Diane Goode*			 
Wally and Joy Grant		
Mrs. Nancy H. Greer*
in honor of Broaddus Fitzpatrick
Kossen  Gregory			 
Lilian Hagan*
Ted Harris Jr.		
Joanna Harris			 
Bruce and Liz Harrison*
in honor of Jack H. Newbill
matched by Merrill Lynch & Co. Founda-
tion
Jim and Mary Harshfield*	
Paul Haskins			 
Mr. Henry Herzog Jr.*		
Mr. Laurence A. Hess*
David Hill			 
Carol and Winston Hodges* 	
Mr. Shawn Holbrook*		
Keith and Ellen Holland		
Ruth Horton			 
Lesley Howard			 
Mr. James E. Howell		
Geneva Jenkins
in memory of John Jenkins, Jr.
Tom and Rose Marie Jones*	
Richard Jones*		
John Kern*
in memory of John S. Bordner
Carl and Evelyn Krippendorf	
Mrs. Robert H. Kulp
in memory of Robert H. Kulp
Jerry and Sandie Lefler		
Bob and Alm LeNoir*		

Granger and Anne Macfarlane	
Mr. M. D. Macpherson*		
The Marjorie Sutton Memorial Foundation*
Irene Martin*			 
Emily and Tom Mason		
Carole Massart
in honor of Rupert Cutler
Al and Anna McLean		
Merrill Lynch & Co, Foundation, Inc*
match of member gifts
Cay and Cassandra Mierisch*		
David and Ann Miller		
Mr. Bob Minor		
Bill Modica			
Mr. and Mrs. Philip E. Montano
in honor of Land Trust Volunteers
Jim and Dixie Morris	
Janey and Bob Mountcastle*	  
David Naff			 
Patricia B. Vaughan Living Trust
Dick and Mary Jane Pattisall*	
Chris Pendleton*			 
Mrs. and Mrs. Frederic H.Phillips*	
Case and Coby Pieterman		
Mike Radford
in memory of William B. Radford
Bill Reidenbach			 
Jim and Denise Revercomb		
Donna Reynolds*		
Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club 
Roanoke Valley Greenway Commission*
David and Frankie Robbins
in memory of Charles Franklin Mitchell
Don Robinson*
in honor of Liza Field
Dr. and Mrs. William H. Robison	
Mary Lou Shaffer*
Gordon Shapiro*			 
Pamela Simmons*
in memory of Mr. Nolley
Gary Skaggs and Margie Sanders
Leroy Smith	
Caryl Solomon		
Mr. Benjamin R. Spangler Sr.		
Donald Taylor*		
Mr. William A. Thomasson*		
Paul Thomson Jr.		
The Honorable Patricia S. Ticer	
Ms. Oneta S. Turner		
Stan Umberger*			 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff and Bev Walters*	
Bill Wasserman			 
Jack and Sandi Webster*	
Jesse and Louise Webster		
Patricia and Garland Wiggs		
Ry Winston Jr.		
John Wood			 
Jeff and Nancy Wood*		
Clark and Kate Worthy*		
Suzanne Wright			 
Gene Yagow			 
Joe Yates Jr.*

MEMBER - $25 TO $49
“Adio” Adams		
Jack and Sara Airheart
2006-7 gift in honor of Broaddus Fitzpatrick
Mrs. Cynthia C. Andrews*
a gift from Jeanne Whitman
Karen Asbury		
Robert Atkinson			 

Bane Atkinson  Jr.		
Heidi Baird*			 
Mr. Fred Baker		
Chris Barlow			 
Charles C. and Marilyn Barnes*		
Dr. Robert L. Bashore		
Dick and Elaine Baynton*	
Mary Bazzell			 
Norma Beckner			 
Michael and Susan Bentley*
in honor of son Alex
Steven Bienstock*			 
Mrs. Sue Birmingham		
Mr. and Mrs. Harold A. Black	
Mrs. Ruth B. Boitnott		
Alex and Joyce Bowman		
Charlie and Susan Bray		
Lillien Brown*			 
Mr. Joseph G. Brown			 
Rachel Brown		
Patricia Buck		
Ms. Paula Bumgarner*		
Michael and Monica Burgoon	
Dorann  Burkett		
Dan Butler		
John Cairns Jr.		
Sarah King Capps
Linda Carder		
David Carr Jr.		
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Chapman*	
Wes and Deb Chappell
Helen Cheyney		
Ruth Chitwood		
Kent Chrisman*		
Rob Clark III		
Cathleen Clark		
Mr. Samuel Coffey		
Mr. Jim Coffey			 
Mr. Bruce Collins*
in memory of Buford M. Collins
Ms. Jane Cooper			 
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Covington Jr.		
Jean and Lawrence Covington	
Karen Craig			
Fred Crofts*			 
Clarke and Cindy Cunningham*		
Thelma Dalmas			 
Curtis and Frances Davis*		
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald and Elizabeth Davis
Peggy Davis
in memory of Mignon H. Wells	
Ms. Mary Donnelly			 
Luke Dubois			 
Mr. & Mrs. Winston Dubois*	
Ms. Diane Edwards*		
Roger and Marion Ehrich*	
Lou and Becky Ellis*		
Environmental Services & Consulting, LLC* 
Kemper Mills Fant
Mom Fitzpatrick
in honor of Broaddus Fitzpatrick
Maxine Fraade*		
William and Karen Fralin		
John and Rosemary Francis		
Mr. & Mrs. Cleve L. Fredericksen*	
Wileina Furrow			 
Dr. Virginia Garden*			 
Mr. and Mrs. John and Gloria Garnand	
Marcel and Patricia Gaudreau		
Bill and Kay Gilmer			 
Gary and Jean Glontz*		



Lynn and Ellen Glover			 
Gary Goodale		
Ms. Diana H. Goodhart*		
Mr. James R. Gray			 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Gregory III		
Mr. Samuel B. Gunter		
Mr. Sanford Gurian		
Helen and Robert Guthrie	
Carolyn Haase		
Pete Haislip		
Phyllis Hall
in memory of Hugh E. Anderson
Ms. Mary Ann Hansen*		
James Hare Jr.*		
Jenny and Matt Harper		
Anne and Kendall Harris*		
Mr. Nelson C. Harris*
Mr. Ralph W. Hart			 
Ms. Martha B. Hartley*
a gift from Seely Stephenson
Alfred Hawley			 
Dan Henry		
Darrell Hensley*			 
Paul and Ellen Hinlicky*		
Mark and Sara Hollberg		
Mr. and Mrs. William Horton	
in honor of Rush and Maudie Horton
Mr. George E. Hurst*	
Meecie Hutcheson	
Jane Inancsi*		
Bruce Ingram		
James Irace
in honor of Spanky
Scott Jeffries			 
Stephen Jett and Lisa Roberts
in honor of Ned and Janet Yost
Mac Johnson		
David and Jenny Johnson		
Richard Kegley*			 
Mrs. Margaret H. Kelley
in memory of Forrest Shepperson Holmes, 
Sr.
Patricia Kelly			 
Bob Kibler				  
Mr. Robert King*
a gift from Sarah Capps 
Ms. Judy King*
a gift from Sarah Capps 
Ms. Ann King*
a gift from Sarah Capps 
Ken and Debra Lane		
Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Lawson	
Sally and Joe Lemmer		
Mary Jean and John Levin		
Sarah Liddle			 
Laura Liles*	
Roy Lochner			 
Robert and Ruby Lockhart 		
Lorman Education Services*	
Richard and Lisa Lovegrove
in honor of Tom and Meredith Roller
Tom Low			 
Jim Lucas Jr.		
Letitia Lunsford		
Brett Magenbauer			 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Manning Jr.	
Mark McClain 			 
Martinsville Garden Club*	
Ms. Diane L. McDaniel*		
Freddy and Abby McGuire	
Reid McMurry		

Mr. Michael Berry and Ms. Jean Smith*
Sidney and Wanda Miller		
Mr. Mike Montgomery* 
a gift from Lynn Meyer
Dr. & Mrs. Chimer D. Moore		
Mark Moorman
in honor of the Great Horned Owl
Mr. Robert E. Mooty*			 
Ginny and Bob Mullen			 
Dorothy Mundy
Bob and Leslie Munson	
Mrs. Clifford H. Nelson		
Temp and Laura Norris*		
Beth Obenshain		
Pam Ogden
in memory of Bruce Ogden
Martha Orrick		
Ms. Tammy Parece*			 
David Parrish	
Anne Parrott 		
William Pavord*		
Rebecca Perdue			 
Mr. Richard M. Perkins
in honor of Liza Field
Dave and Kelly Perry*			 
Ms. Lois S. Peterson			 
Jim and Jan Politis			 
Dorothy and Clifton Potter		
Neff and Dorothy Powell		
The Prillamans*
a gift from Sarah Capps
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Reilly		
Gene and Treva Richter* 
Roanoke Valley Garden Club	
Mr. Robert J. Rohrback*		
Lauren and John Saunders
in honor of Broaddus & Luann Fitzpatrick
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander I. Saunders	
James Sawyer
a gift from an anonymous donor 
Alva Scammon*
Mr. Jerald J. Schaefer			 
Michael and Shirlee Schiavoni	
Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Scholz Jr.*
in memory of William B. Pillis
James Settle*			 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Shelton*		
Jim Shively		
Hank and Molly Simpson*	
Steve and Barb Skinner		
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Sloan*		
Don Smith			 
Helen Smythers		
Rennie Snow*		
Scott and Laurie Spangler	
Mrs. Mary Stanley*	
John and Linda Starr			 
Ms. Elizabeth R. Stone		
Ms. Mary Stout		
Wayne and Kay Strickland
in memory of Don Strickland
Nelson and Martha Teague	
Ms. Suzanne M. Tornatore*	
Frances Trent			 
Louise  Truman			 
Tam and Betsy Vannoy			 
Cabell Vest*		
Ms. Liz Via-Kolinski*		
James and Jennifer Walke*		
Bill and Dot Wall		
Mr. Charles C. Waybright		

Mr. and Mrs. A. Dane Weddle*		
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Weinwurm*	
Ginny West		
Merriam Wheeler			 
Harlan White			 
David and Leah Wiley
Frances Williams			 
Joel and Tracy Williamson	
Ms. Jean H. Willis
Day Willis*		
Mr. Mark Wilson			 
Harry Woolridge		
Mary Jane Zody

The following have made qualifying gifts 
in previous fiscal years for the Carilion 
matching grant challenge:

W. Wayne Angell
Lynn C. Barnes
Emily W. Bender
Bent Mountain Woman’s Club
Roberta Motherway Bondurant
Brian D. Bowman
Daniel Brown
Martha Brown
Richard Burleigh
W. Jackson Burrows
Jeff and Lynn Clark
D.A. Codgen
Robert Copenhaver
Paul Curran
Dan DeNeal
Richard and Charlotte Dietz
Antonio L. Edmonds
A. Karl Ehlshlager
Ronald S. Elliott
Barbara Ferrell
Paul Field
Helen Fitzpatrick
Brent A. Fortenberry
Joseph J. Ganiaris
B. Russell Gardner
Leonard Gereau
Irving R. Glover
Renee Godard
Deb Haggerty
Carlos B. Hart
Rev. Deborah and Mr. Bill Hunley
Thomas B. Jones*
Brian A. Kelley
Stephanie Kent
Mary Anne Kulp
Van Lewis
Sandra Light
Literary Calligraphy
Susan Loy and Ron Ayers
James L. Lynde
Richard M. Lynn
Robert Manetta
Wayne Markert
Mary A. McMichael
Dalton Miller
James C. Miller
Emily W. Moore
Daniel Murphy
Tom Nasta
Lewis M. Nelson
Richard E. Odell
Frank Powell
Jennifer L. Rainey

Troy A. Rice
J.F. Robinson
Ann M. Rogers
Gerald W. Roller
Rebecca E. Ross
Bruce A. Sellars
Joel Shepherd
Gerry H. Slotnick
Ernestine Smith
Harriett Smith
J. Wysor Smith
Alice W. Spoerl
Elaine Stephenson
T.D. Steele
SunTrust  Mid-Atlantic Foundation
Joel Tenzer
Grace M. Terry
Betty Anne West
Jeanne Whitman
Lon Williams
Richard Vinal
John P. Yeaman		

Program 
Grants

The Western Virginia Land 
Trust would like to acknowledge 

the following program grants 
received or utilized during fiscal 

year 2006-2007:

The Carilion Foundation
$77,000 over three years in sup-
port of the Saving Our Land and 

Water educational project in part-
nership with the Science Museum 

of Western Virginia

Virginia Department 
of Forestry, Division of 
Urban and Community 

Forestry
$7,500 for a WVLT interactive 
computer kiosk exhibit at the 
Science Museum of Western 
Virginia’s Watershed Gallery

Land Trust Alliance 
Southeast Program

$3,500 in support of the Western 
Virginia Land Trust’s 

 national accreditation efforts
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Member Spotlight
Henry Gregory, Roanoke County

Colorado native Henry Gregory, a five-
year member of the Western Virginia Land 
Trust, came to the Roanoke Valley with 
General Electric in 1956, fell in love with 
the Blue Ridge Mountains and stayed on 
in retirement. His wife once told him she 
wouldn’t leave if he was offered a transfer. 
He rates the Blue Ridge above the high 
mountains of his native Colorado.

Gregory retired after more than 42 years as 
an electrical engineer and began support-
ing the Land Trust because he’s “sort of an 
environmentalist, but not a tree-hugger.” G

eorge


 
Kegley






He believes that “we depend on nature a lot and nature deserves 
our cooperation…It’s wise to keep the land in good shape.” He’s 

“pleased” with the Land Trust’s 
efforts to conserve land.

Gregory, who lives on a hill 
near Poages Mill in south 
Roanoke County, has a strik-
ing view from his backyard of 
the wooded slopes of Mason’s 
Knob. Now 86 and still active, 
he does a Meals on Wheels 
route every week.

Virginia loses  
46,000 acres of 

rural land 
each year.

WVLT featured member Henry Gregory

Calling All State Employees—Give to 
the Commonwealth Campaign!
If you’re a state employee, be on the lookout for the Land Trust 
this fall during the Commonwealth of Virginia campaign, the 
state employee charitable giving program.  For the first time, 
you can designate some or all 
of your charitable giving to go 
to the Land Trust.

Workplace giving is an easy 
and painless way to support 
your favorite causes.  Other 
land trusts around the state 
have benefited from this pro-
gram, and we hope it will be 
one more way for Virginians 
to support the preservation 
of open space.  For more in-
formation, visit http://www.
cvc.vipnet.org.

Shopping online  
this holiday season?
Visit our website to shop and support the Land Trust, too!

If you’re planning on doing some 
of your holiday shopping online 
later this year, you can support 
the Land Trust at the same time 
and not cost yourself a single 
penny.  How?  Visit our online 
shopping portal at www.west-
ernvirginialandtrust.org/shop.
htm.  You’ll find links to online 
retailers like Amazon.com, Dell.
com, and Apple’s iTunes, among 
others.  Just click on the links to 
visit those sites, and up to 10% of 
each purchase you make will go 
to the Land Trust!

Remember, you must visit the 
online retailers through our web-
site in order for your purchase to 
count--you can’t visit the online 
store directly without coming 
through our site.  For more in-
formation, call (540) 985-0000 
or e-mail dperry@westernvirgini-
alandtrust.org.

Happy shopping

Project Manager David Perry and Trustee John Robinson inspect  
the plumbing on the Peaks of Otter.

Roger
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Updates to the Board of Trustees
2007-08 Officers and Trustees Elected

At the Annual Meeting of the Board of the Western Virginia Land 
Trust on June 1, 2007, Jim Kermes was re-elected to a second 
term as President of the organization. Other officers elected for 
the coming year are: Janet Scheid, Vice President; Lucy Ellett, 
Secretary; and Gary Duerk, Treasurer. Re-elected for another 
three-year term on the Board were: Lynn Davis, George Kegley, 
Jim Kermes, and Jay Turner. 

The following three individuals retired from the Board after com-
pleting their terms: Joe Miller, John Robinson, and Jim Woltz. 
President Jim Kermes noted that these retiring Board members 
have served as officers, chairs of committees and in other capaci-
ties and have made many valuable contributions to the work of 
the WVLT. He thanked them on behalf of the entire Board for 
their dedicated service to the organization.
-Lucy Ellett, Nominating Committee Chair

Other Changes to the Board
In addition to the year-end changes to the Board of Trustees, 
several trustees have left the Board to pursue other interests or 
have moved to the Land Trust’s Advisory Council, a group of 
valued citizens who continue to support the Land Trust both 
financially and with professional and technical expertise. James 
Sawyer, Gwen Mason and Linda Webb resigned from the Board, 
and Broaddus Fitzpatrick stepped down to avoid conflicts of 
interest with his new position with Conservation Partners, LLC. 
Jeanne Martin, Howard Packett, and Chip Woodrum all moved 
to the Advisory Council. 

A LOOK BACK...
Carroll County Family  
Donated Easement in 2000

Dixie Leonard, a marketing man who sells cheese coast to coast 
for Meadow Creek Dairy near Galax, was one of the Western 
Virginia Land Trust’s first success stories when he donated an 
easement on his family farm in Carroll County to the Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation and the National Committee for the 
New River in 2000.  Leonard, now president of the New River 
Land Trust board, wanted to save the 148-acre tract for future 
generations.  The Western Virginia Land Trust helped facilitate 
the easement.

The farm is owned by Dixie, his wife, Mimi, his brother, James, 
and his father Floyd Leonard. They raise hay and feed beef cattle. 
The farm’s rolling pasture and woodland, circled by the New 
River Trail, has been owned by seven generations of Leonards, 
going back more than two centuries to 1799 when Obadiah 
Leonard Sr. acquired a land grant. Floyd and a brother operated 
a Holstein dairy there after World War II and James continued 
milking about 30 cows until 2001.  

Now Dixie sells cheese from California to New York, delivered 
by UPS, produced from a herd of 80 or more Jerseys on a nearby 
Grayson County farmstead.

Looking back on the easement process after seven years, Dixie 
says family negotiations on easements can be difficult, but his 
family agreed on saving the land. “We felt like the farm would 
always be there.”  Dixie and Mimi Leonard do not have children 
but his brother has three and there are four great-grandchildren 
in the Leonard family who will be able to enjoy the legacy of 
the Leonard family farm in the future.

Mimi and Dixie Leonard on the New River Trail

Give till it hurts…and give some more. Join the Land 
Trust by sending in the remittance envelope in the 
middle of this newsletter, or join online at www.west-
ernvirginialandtrust.org/join.htm

Landowners featured in this issue
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Frank “Rusty” Lacy loves to drive an hour from 
his Henry County home into the mountains 
of western Patrick County to throw a line in 
the north fork of the Smith River in search of 
brook or rainbow trout.  To prove his love for 
the trout and the stream, Lacy donated a con-
servation easement to the Virginia Outdoors 
Foundation in 2006 to protect the fish, the 
river and 325 acres of mountain land.

Lacy bought the wooded mountainside along 
a steep gorge from Moir Hilton, who moved to 
nearby Woolwine.  His friends have jokingly 
called his rambling farmhouse the “Woolwine 
Hilton.” The property is steeped in local his-
tory. Ancient barrel-trunked maples mark the 
entrance to the property, and an old carriage 
road along the creek once led to a church on the mountain that towers some 1,400 feet over Lacy’s land. But Lacy, who 
with his wife runs a horse center at Axton, is mainly interested in fishing in the Smith River headwaters. He’s one of 
those serious anglers who catch them and throw them back in the water—“They’re too precious to eat.” He obtained 
an easement simply because he wants “to protect the stream for future generations.” A Trout Unlimited member, 
he’s read about studies of acid rain leading to disappearance of brook trout and he wants to ensure the quality of the 
mountain fork.

His day job is helping his wife with the 
20 or more horses at their Sandy River 
Equestrian Center between Martinsville 
and Danville.  One son is a fly fishing 
guide at Banner Elk, NC, and another 
is a student at Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Richmond.

D
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Frank “Rusty” Lacy stands before the “Woolwine Hilton”
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Frank “Rusty” Lacy at the North Fork of the Smith River

JOIN THE LAND TRUST.  
Send in the remittance 

envelope in the middle of this  
newsletter, or join online at  

www.westernvirginialandtrust.
org/join.htm

Rusty Lacy Enjoys Accommodations at the “Woolwine Hilton”



Bedford Citizens for Land 
Preservation (BCLP) was 
created in 2001 in response 
to the Bedford County deci-
sion to review and rewrite its 
Comprehensive Plan.  Coun-
ty residents Nancy Raine and 
Annis McCabe organized 
community meetings to see 
if residents were interested 
in learning more about the 
Comprehensive Plan and the 
planning process, as well as 
being involved in the pro-
cess. After an overwhelming 
response from more than 100 
residents, BCLP came to life 
and gave itself a name and a 
mission statement.

BCLP’s first efforts includ-
ed information-gathering, 
fact-finding, and learning 
about the governmental 
process, as well as available 
conservation and preservation tools.  Achieving a balance be-
tween growth and agricultural/natural needs was, and remains, 
the focus of BCLP’s members.  BCLP became active participants 
in the comprehensive planning process, working on citizen/gov-
ernment committees, encouraging residents to express opinions 
to their supervisors and participate individually in community 
meetings.  The June 2007 passing of the long-awaited, much-
revised Comprehensive Plan demonstrates the success of these 
efforts in the inclusion of language to accommodate a purchase 
of development rights program as well as desirable opportunities 
for encouraging open space and greenways.  BCLP looks forward 
to participating in the revision and development of ordinances 
to implement the new Comprehensive Plan.

BCLP, now a non-profit membership organization (approximate-
ly 1200 strong), is currently governed by a 15-member board.  
BCLP’s work is divided into two sub-committees—Education and 
Government Relations.  The Education Committee focuses on 
continuing its early mission of educating the community about 
the economic and social value of open space, as well as relevant 
issues facing the county.  This year, the Education Committee 
will publish four newsletters; maintain resource carts in all six 
county libraries as well as a website; host two workshops on 
Conservation Easements and host a professionals’ workshop 
regarding the legal and tax implications of Conservation Ease-
ments.  One June 14, BCLP awarded the Barbara Hatcher Land 
Preservation Award to Laura and Gene Goley, for their visionary 
preservation of their farm in Forest, VA, with Virginia’s Secretary 
for Natural Resources, Preston Bryant, on hand to celebrate.

The Government Relations 
committee actively tracks 
and researches county and 
state government policy, 
decisions, and issues that 
affect land use and develop-
ment; offers representation 
on a variety of government/
citizen committees; attends 
planning commission and 
Board of Supervisors meet-
ings; encourages members 
to communicate with their 
elected officials when urgent 
issues arise; and keeps a vigi-
lant eye on development in 
the county.  These two foci 
enable BCLP to achieve their 
mission statement:  “Work-
ing to conserve open space 

and preserve our rural life and landscape.”

For more information or to join BCLP ($5 per person), contact 
Nan Carmack at 434.610.2792 or visit BCLP’s website at www.
bedfordpreservation.org.

Read Mountain Alliance: Working together to 
preserve a landmark.

The Read Mountain Alliance 
is pleased to announce the 
beginning of construction 
of the first public trailhead 
into the Read Mountain 
Preserve.  It will be located 
on an extension of Crumpacker Drive that is being developed 
adjacent to the Samuel’s Gate subdivision.

The trailhead will consist of an 800 foot-long drive and a park-
ing area for six cars.  The $20,000 project is being funded with 
$10,000 from the Alliance and a $10,000 matching grant from 
the Roanoke County Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tour-
ism.  The project should be completed before Labor Day.

The preserved area of Read Mountain now totals more than 240 
acres, including two-thirds of the ridgeline.

If you’d like for your local grassroots conservation organization to 
be featured in Land Protection News, contact David Perry at (540) 
985-0000 or e-mail dperry@westernvirginialandtrust.org.  Or, give 
us a call if you’d like to start one in your community.

Nan Carmack presents the Barbara Hatcher Award to Gene and Laura Goley

Read Mountain Alliance
607 Ray Street • Roanoke, VA  24019

540-977-4540

Grassroots Update
Bedford Citizens for Land Preservation:  Grassroots at Work
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Thoughts from the board—Bill Hackworth
Mountain lover is optimistic  
about the future

George Kegley asked me to write about 
what motivated me to join the Board 
of the WVLT.  I probably can credit my 
interest in the outdoors and conserva-
tion to my Boy Scouting days: hiking, 
camping, working on conservation 
merit badges, doing “litter patrols,” 
backpacking trips at Philmont Scout 
Ranch in New Mexico, and completing 
an Eagle Scout service project.

Mountain Man
I love mountains, and spend what I can 
of my free time hiking and recreating 
in them. Although I moved away from 
Roanoke to flat Tidewater for over ten 
years, and certainly enjoyed the out-
door opportunities there (bicycling, 
hiking, running, canoeing, camping), 
it was an easy decision for me to return 
to Roanoke eight years ago. A city with the Blue Ridge Parkway 
on one side, and the Appalachian Trail (AT) on the other, with a 
river running through it, and the TransAmerica Bike Trail (Route 
76) in the nearby Catawba Valley to boot, was an irresistible at-
traction. I love hiking the wonderful trails that we have in our 
area, and the beautiful (and challenging) bike rides that we can 
do (I hope to do the Parkway end-to-end again next year).

Proximity to the AT and the Blue Ridge Parkway is a wonderful 
thing, but we are loving them to death in some areas (as if acid 
rain and the hemlock woolly adelgids weren’t enough!). A “walk 
in the woods” is becoming a walk among the subdivisions.

Spoiled Views
Ann and I were hiking recently at Grandfather Mountain in 
North Carolina (itself a protected area), and were appalled to 
see some of the ridgetop development and mountainside sprawl 
that has occurred near Linville (I understand that some of that 
development prompted laws in that state imposing restrictions 
on ridgetop development and creating a state fund for land ac-
quisition – something we seriously need to consider in Virginia). 
The same, of course, is happening in our region.

Viewsheds along the Parkway and AT are becoming views more 
of creeping development than the scenic vistas originally envi-
sioned (if you can see through the smog). The tree plantings that 
we are doing along the Parkway (such as the efforts of the Friends 
of the Blue Ridge Parkway) to hide the unwanted views that are 
cropping up seems to me at best to be a stop gap measure.

Every time I hike the AT on the ridgetops above Carvins Cove, 
I marvel at the foresight of City leaders many years ago, who 
had the vision to acquire what eventually comprised 12,700 
acres of land in Botetourt and Roanoke Counties to protect the 
City’s water resources. (A project of similar scale today would be 

difficult, if not impossible.) If we 
are going to preserve our natural 
resources, we need to have similar 
vision and plan ahead, and avoid 
piecemeal development that 
will forever make it impossible 
to preserve what we should be 
preserving.

Future Generations
I want my posterity to be able to 
enjoy seeing a frog or a turtle in 
the woods, to camp among the 
shady hemlocks, and to enjoy a 
clear, natural vista from a moun-
taintop, just as I have. Anyone 
who has driven through the 
Smokies, and abruptly exited the 
national park into the schlock 
of Gatlinburg, and even worse, 

Pigeon Forge, has had an instant lesson in the value of land 
preservation.

Locally, I was glad to be able to assist in the successful effort 
last fall to head off the scheduled auction of 234 acres of Tinker 
Mountain adjacent to the Carvins Cove Natural Reserve, and 
to have it acquired by a coalition of owners that has protected 
it with conservation easements – an undertaking made easier 
by the involvement of several WVLT members in different ca-
pacities. I could not envision (especially since Ann is a Hollins 
graduate) Tinker being logged or developed.

The days of representatives of the Rockefeller family quietly 
coming into an area and purchasing land (as they thankfully 
did in many places that I have enjoyed, such as Acadia National 
Park, the Smokies, and along the Parkway) to prevent it from 
being logged or developed are probably over. The Federal and 
State governments devote relatively limited resources to acquir-
ing land for conservation or preservation (our president even 
wants to dispose of “surplus” public lands).

Public-Private Partnerships 
If we are going to save and protect land, it is going to have to be 
a government-private sector partnership, one parcel at a time. 
That’s why the conservation easement program is so appealing 
to me – it is a good way of spreading the cost of land preserva-
tion among all who will eventually benefit from it.

I have read (and saved) every issue of National Geographic since 
I was in junior high school, and each month find myself with 
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one more environmental issue to worry about (global warm-
ing, nuclear waste disposal, our beleaguered national parks, the 
decline of fisheries…). Despite these worries, I am hopeful that 
we can do something about many of them.

Last winter, I wrote an article for a legal journal entitled “A 
Convenient Truth: The Greening of Virginia – A Look at What 
Virginia’s Local Governments Are Doing and Can Do to Pro-
mote Energy Conservation and Protect the Environment.” I 
was encouraged by what appears to be a growing realization 
by the public and local governments that conservation isn’t 
something that someone else does for us, but something that 
each of us can do – recycling, using energy-efficient appliances 
and lighting, ridesharing, conserving water, etc. (The Roanoke 
Valley Cool Cities Coalition is helping spread the word locally.  
I hope that you have installed compact fluorescent light bulbs 
in your home!).

I enjoy being a part of the WVLT, and working on conservation 
issues with like-minded people who enjoy the outdoors. I feel 
good when I bicycle down a country road, and see one of our 
signs denoting that the scenery that I am enjoying has been 
protected by the owner in partnership with the WVLT. I hope 
to see many more of these in the coming years!

Legislative Update
WHAT: Two bills in the US House and Senate that would extend federal conservation tax incentives beyond their Dec. 31, 2007 expira-
tion dates. These tax incentives have helped to fuel the current boom in conservation easements.
 
				    Federal deduction allowed 		  Carry forward
Current law             		  50% (100% for farmers)        			   Up to 15 years
After Dec. 31, 2007           		 Just 30% 					     Only up to 5 years
 
At press time, the two bills were in committee. H.R. 1576 had 71 cosponsors, including Congressman Bob Goodlatte, and had been 
referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means.  S. 469 had 15 cosponsors, including Senator John Warner, and had been referred 
to the Senate Committee on Finance. While the support of so many Senators and Congressmen is encouraging, it is no guarantee of the 
two bills’ ultimate passage in both houses.
 
ACTION NEEDED: Contact your elected officials to encourage them to support either H.R. 1576 in the case of your Congressman, or 
S.469 in the case of our two Senators.
 

Still not Krogering?!   
Get your Land Trust card today!
 
Thanks to the dedicated efforts of 60-plus Land Trust supporters, 
nearly $10,000 has been raised through the Kroger Card program 
since its inception in the summer of 2005.  WVLT is receiving an 
average of almost $500 in rebates each month from Kroger.
 
How can you “Buy Food and Save Land?” It’s easy – just send 
$5 to WVLT along with your name and address. We’ll send you 
a WVLT Kroger Card with $5 already on it. Before you shop at 
Kroger, stop by the service desk at the front of the store and add 
money to the card in any amount up to $500. Kroger then gives 
WVLT a rebate equal to 5% of what you added to the card, at no 
cost to you whatsoever!
 
Use your Kroger Card just like a debit card at 
the register.  Any money you add to the card 
stays on it until it’s used. And it’s good for all 
of your Kroger purchases – food, medicine, 
gas...anything! Remember, the money WVLT receives comes 
from Kroger, not from your pocket. All you have to do is make 
your usual purchases, and remember to pay with your Kroger 
Card! Get one for each shopper in your family today!
 

Congressman Rick Boucher
2187 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
http://www.boucher.house.gov/ 
(Click on e-mail link n lower right corner)
Fax: (202) 225-0442 
 
Congressman Virgil Goode
1520 Longworth Building
Washington, DC 20515
http://www.house.gov/writerep/ 
(Select Congressman Goode from
drop-down list)
Fax: (202) 225-5681
 

Congressman Bob Goodlatte
2240 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515
http://www.house.gov/goodlatte/emailbob.
htm
Fax: (202) 225-9681
 
Senator John Warner
225 Russell Building
Washington, DC 20510
http://www.senate.gov/~warner/contact/
contactme.cfm
Fax: (202) 224-6295 
 

Senator Jim Webb 
144 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
http://webb.senate.gov/contact/ 
Fax: (202) 228-6363
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